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Principal's Message

Important
Dates:

Training days: 2025/2026
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= It has been lovely to welcome children back into

& school after the Christmas break. | would like to

2 wish you all a very Happy New Year. | hope

= 2026 brings you all you wish for.

% It really has been a cold week and | would like to

* 7 Friday 22 M
E remind you to ensure all children have a wam “m‘:’; 20 J::;
= coat and suitable footwear as we do go out in Tuesday 21 July

+most Younger children are p

E\m’lh hats and gloves if they do not have their

£ own and we try o ensure children are wrapped
=up well.

= Year 6 enjoyed a Maya day this week - leamning
£ about the ancient civilisation, taking part in active
+learning workshops. Year 3 went to leam about
i Egyptians at Leeds Museum. They had a

+ fabulous time and could not wait to tell me all

E about it. Their behaviour was amazing.

i Mrs Julie Coulson

Dates for your Diary_
Trips/Events

27 January - KS1 Winter Olympics -
Morley Leisure Centre

EY & Y1 Stay and Play
Wednesday 14 January - Maths
Tuesday 10 February - Love & Hearts
theme
Monday 2 March - Pancake decorating
Friday 13 March - Mothering Sunday

Notices
Reminder: Please do not ride
bikes on school grounds, this i
’hazardous to others.

T
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Nursery '
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Welcome back everyone and Happy New

Year to you all! We have had a lovely first
week settling back into our routines and
have enjoyed listening and sharing our
Christmas experiences with each other. We
have been so proud of our children for how
welcoming they have been to our new
friends during our taster sessions. They all
did a wonderful job showing them around
the classroom provision, inviting them to
play and trying really hard to make sure that
everyone shared and waiting their turn!
Y _f
Thus week@m children have really enjoyed
|1sten|ﬁ§ to the story ‘The Tiger Who Came to
Tea." They helped to create a shopping list of
things that we ﬁeed to buy from the shops to
host our oWns:tea party. Fingers crossed the
tiger comes to taste our homemade
sandwiches and buns next week!

-wre
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/\g school

We are excited to welcome all the chlg}_e‘a
ew topic in

after the holidays! This term, we've sta
Maths, exploring both 2-D and 3-D sh ﬁEngh e ve
begun a fairy tale writing unit basedaFk Little Red Riding
Hood. The children have loved gettmg into character and
retelling different parts of the story with great enthusiasm!
Before Christmas, the children asked for some homework,
and we've agreed on two optional pieces each week: one for
handwriting or phonics and one for Maths. Homework will be
handed out every Wednesday and should be returned by the
following Wednesday. While it's completely optional, children
will earn Blackgates points for any work completed. This was
something the class requested, and they really enjoy
continuing their learning at home!
Miss Ruse

Page 4 of 23



2026 Robins

09/01/2026 Newsletter Page 5 of 23



09/01/2026 Newsletter Page 6 of 23



A4

e

Page 7 of 23

09/01/2026 Newsletter



09/01/2026 Newsletter

Welcome back after the
Christmas break! The
children have had a fantastic
first week back and have
been enjoying our new topic.
We have started exploring
Roman mosaics this week in
Art and identifying the
features they like and have

practised sketching some of
the patterns and designs
that they include. We will be
working towards designing
and making our own
mosaics in the coming
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Falcons

We have had such a fantastic
start to the new year this
week. We have thoroughly
enjoyed getting stuck into our
new book The Explorer by ’ -
Katherine Rundell, which we &
have been using in both@fp"
reading and writing less@s.
We have also enjoyed our new
: sw:no?e%ﬁ andare
« already showing.greater
confidence when tackling
tricky words in our work. Each
Friday, the children will bring
home a list of spellings to
learn, these will then be
tested on the following Friday.
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2026 Hawks

Welcome back to our Year 6 families and a very
happy 2026 to you all.

We have had a great first week back at school and it
is already clear that the children have returned
feeling settled, motivated and ready to learn. They
have approached every activity with enthusiasm
and maturity, and it has been wonderful to see them
reconnect with friends and classroom routines so
quickly.

This term, our main topic is the Maya civilisation.
The children have already shown a strong interest in
this fascinating period of history and have been
asking thoughtful questions in class. To launch the
topic, we enjoyed a full-day Maya workshop on
Thursday. The children were fantastic throughout
the day and impressed everyone with their focus,
curiosity and teamwork.

During the workshop, the children learnt about
different ways of living in the Maya civilisation,
including homes, food, beliefs and daily life. They
particularly excelled in the drama activities, where
they confidently acted out scenes from Maya life.
They also produced some excellent drawings of real
artefacts, carefully observing details and
demonstrating a growing understanding of
historical sources.

We are very proud of the start Year 6 have made
and are excited for the learning ahead this term.
Thank you for your continued support.
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TALES OF COURAGE

Check out this app it is a called Lumi Nova - it is for children aged 712 to
help them to learn how to manage and reduce symptoms of anxiety. It is
free in certain areas including Wakefield. Click on the link below.

Get instant access to a fun digital therapy app to help your child self
manage their worries.

. 7-12 year olds (mild to moderate anxiety)*
. NICE Recommended
. Evidence Based
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Happy
Christrmos! ‘

A huge thank you from all at Leodis Academies Trust for
your donations to the 2025 Christmas Appeal. Your
generosity saw hundreds of presents come in and over
£3,000 raised. This has meant that we have been able
to give gifts to nearly 200 children and their families
across the Trust. Thank you also to those who co-
ordinated this fantastic effort across the schools and
Trust. May we wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.

The Leodis Brass Band made up of students and staff
from across the Trust brought some festive cheer to all
our schools this week playing carols and traditional
songs for all staff and pupils to hear. The Band went on
later this week to play in Morley raising money for the
Batley Food Bank and on to bring some cheer to
residents at Lydgate Lodge. Thank you to those who
or‘ggnised and took part in these very special events.

e b w 8 A )

09/01/2026 Newsletter Page 12 of 23



09/01/2026 Newsletter Page 13 of 23



P7e

n

09/01/2026 Newsletter Page 14 of 23



09/01/2026 Newsletter Page 15 of 23



09/01/2026 Newsletter Page 16 of 23



|s your child due to
start primary

school in g ‘o &%
20267 & o« .

‘}?f'a\' ‘\"f B “’ ‘.-"g: %0

S ss FER

Applications are open for Reception

places to start in September 2026
You can apply online until Thursday 15 January 2026

Q www.leeds.gov.uk/apply
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COULD YOU SPOT
A LOAN SHARK?

A loan shark may pretend to be o friend but can

become aggressive if you miss payments

They can charge high interest and don't give

poperwork

They may threaten or bully you or your family

If you need help, contact

in confidence

sTer LO{\NSH NRKS
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Ax you iy be ware your child's school has 5 mil scherme, sdereniatered by Cool Mim, M-

Eresktant and lunch, Chldren recehye free mlk untd the age of 5. After that, they Can contits by
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Prinicipal: Mrs J Coulson

Dear Parent

Find below the term dates for the 2026/27 academic
year for the Leodis Academies Trust schools.

[ Aartummes Hadt o 1 'ml;ow—umi Tradng 73 Ot 7036
Ao Hast o 3 Mordey T Novernter H00% Frichny 18 Dwcarrboer 2008
Spring Halt Tarm | Mondey & lersaey X377 Frichay 13 Fanuary 3037
Bpring Hadl Term I Monday 2 ebeuary 2037 Thursday 4 Haren 2077
“Suammer it Toem 1 Monday 12 Ape 2017 Fradiny 28 My 2027
Saarries Mait Torm 1 Maray 7 b 2077 Frabay 16 bty 2007

Please note:
-

The August Bank Holiday falls on Monday 31 August 2026. This means the first day of the
academic year is Tuesday 1 September 2026, All of the Leodis Academies Trust schools will
use Tuesday 1 September as a staff training day, with the term for pupils and students starting

from Wednesday 2 September.
The dates of the two week Easter break are different to those being used by schools following
the Leeds City Council term dates. Leodis Academies Trust usually follows the Leeds City

.

:;Cgun_cll_ term dates but for the 2026/27 academic year, it is believed that ad:
amended calendar will lead to better cantinuity and quali

pting the
of education around the Easter

. Holidays may be
rincipal of the schoal. If

‘they
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‘ Arbor

We've chosen Arbor to help us manage our

}?r:éor |£ asimple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Management Information System), which helps
us work faster, smarter and more collaboratively as a school The Parent App and Parent Portal
mean we can keep you informed about your child's life at school in a much more accessible way.

Log into Arber to see and update your child's information, get live updates and make payments or
bookings on the go!

The Parent Portal works on Google Chrome (computer or laptep) and you can download the Parent

App from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; i0S 10.0 and
upwards).

How to get started
1. Wait for your welcome email from us telling you Arber is ready - you weon't be able o log in before
2, Click the link in your welceme email to set up your password The Susmyvibe School of Magic
3 Go to the App or Google Play Store on your phone and search ‘Arber® W S, Lo, £
Click *Install” on Android or *Get' on iPhone then open the App
8. Enter your email, select the school, then enter your password
. Accept the Terms & Conditions and entar your child's birthday

[T pe—

Need help using Arbor?

Contact the school offios # you have questions about Arbor, the App or
Parent Portal.  Tell us the type and model of your phone, ’ Mty ot
w.g.an iPhone SE, and include scroenshots or sceen recondings. -

To saleguard student data in line with General Data Protection

Regulations (GOPR), Arbor ooly works direcily with schools, Notices

i oty Cock Soet st e 3
Some tips to try: Vamportateon ot e

1. Ensure your usemame is the email address you use for Arbor. g
Aok s to check the efmall address lrked to your accourt.

:_ Reset your password from the login page, or ask us to do this.
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Absences

If you do need to take your child out of school for any
reason please can you either show proof of a medical

appointment to reception or for a longer absence
please fill out a leave of absence form so that we know
where they are. It is our legal responsibility to follow up
on absences and if we know in advance it saves us from
having to contact you.

vV vV
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BLACKGATES PRIMARYACADEMY

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26
Holiday The AcademyCloses | The Academy Opens
Monday 1 September 2025° |
Autumn mid term | Friday 24 October 2025 | Monday 3 November 2025
Christmas Friday 19 December 2026 | Monday 5 January 2026
Spring mid term Friday 13 February 2026 | Monday 23 February 2026
Easter break Thursday 2 April 2026 Monday 20 April 2026 |
May Bank Holiday | Friday 1 May 2026 Tuesday 5 May 2026
Summer mid term | Thursday 21 May 2026° | Monday 1 June 2026 |
| Summer break Wednesday 22 July 2026*
TrainingDays
1 Monday 1 September
2 Monday 1 December
3 Friday 22 May
4 Monday 20 July*
5Tuesday 21 July*

Page 23 of 23



