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LEAVE IN TERM TIME 
We continue to receive a large volume of leave of 
absence requests.  Leave during term time is generally 
not permitted and will only be authorised in 
exceptional or extreme circumstances.  Parents are 
expected to arrange holidays outside of school terms, 
as regular attendance is essential for children’s learning 
and progress.  Requests for absence must be made in 
advance and will be considered on a case-by-case basis, 
but approval is rarely given, and as a school we will 
always follow the Local Authority’s guidance.  Opting 
for holidays in term time may result in a fine from 
Birmingham City Council.  While we sympathise with 
requests due to the cost of travel during school 
holidays, this will not be a basis for leave to be 
approved.  Likewise, we understand that having 
relatives who are unwell, especially in faraway lands, 
can be a very difficult experience, but we receive a very 
large number of requests of this nature and they are 
always declined.  School attendance is a national 
priority and a priority for our school.  Thank you for 
your support and understanding. 

YEAR 1 PHONICS WORKSHOP 
Thankyou to our parents who 
attended our Year 1 phonics 
workshops this week.  The 
children enjoyed sharing their 
learning and working alongside 
their families and friends.  As you probably know, the 
children will sit their Phonics Screening Check in June. 
Look at the information attached to this newsletter or 
follow the link below to find more information on how 
to support reading and phonics at home: https://
www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

YEAR 3 VISIT TO THE SYNAGOGUE 

Abdul and Evangeline (3L) have written about Year 3’s 
visit to the synagogue: 
Last week we visited the Singers Hill Synagogue.  When 
we arrived we saw a very big building with white 
pillars.  A man called Geoff guided us around and told 
us all about the history of the synagogue.  We learnt 
lots of interesting things about the way Jewish people 
worship.  For example, the women sit on the right side 
of the synagogue and the men sit on the left side. We 
also learnt that the Torahs - the special scrolls that 
Jewish people use when worshipping - are stored in the 
arc.  Geoff told us the stories behind the beautiful 
stained-glass windows - my favourite part was seeing 
the special flower window at the front of the building.  
It has red and blue petals.  

RECORDING MEETINGS 
Please note that we do not give consent for meetings 
with staff to be recorded.  If there is a particular reason 
you want to record a conversation, please put this 
request in writing to Mr Smart beforehand: 
m.smart@beechesjnr.bham.sch.uk 
Likewise, if another person (e.g. your child’s other 
parent) wants to listen to the meeting via your mobile 
device, please request this before the meeting starts. 

TERMLY INFORMATION SHEETS 
Attached to this newsletter, you will find this term’s 
information sheets.  For the infants, this is new: it’s a 
one-page summary of a few bits of key information 
including PE days, where to go for help and what your 
child will be learning about this term.  We hope you 
find these useful. 

ONLINE SAFETY 
We urge parents and carers to stay vigilant about their 
children’s online viewing habits following reports that 
some younger children have accessed content that has 
left them feeling frightened and distressed.  With the 
wide range of material available online, not all of it 
suitable for younger audiences, it is important for 
parents and carers to monitor what their children are 
watching constantly, use appropriate parental controls 
and have open conversations about online safety to 
help ensure a positive and age-appropriate experience. 
If you would like advice on keeping your children safe 
online then please visit: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
online-safety/ 

YEAR 4 VISIT TO THE MANDIR 
Awa and Eden (4F) have written about Year 4’s visit to 
the Mandir this week: 
At the Mandir on Monday we learned about the Hindu 
gods and idols names and what their meanings were.  
They showed us around the temple so we could see 
them all and understand them.  We needed to take off 
our shoes as a sign of respect before entering where 
the statues of the gods were. 
At the end of the hall was a small room with a picture 
of a god standing there.  There was music playing and 
there were lots of chairs.  On the sides by the statues, 
there were bells.  Every time someone prayed to one of 
the Hindu deities, they would ring the bell to make the 
message go to them faster.  
At the end, before we left, the Mandir staff handed out 
some fruit to people as a thank you.  We had a lovely 
morning and learned lots. 
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INFANT SCHOOL 
 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

For ‘letting your imagination go’ 
Crocodiles: Jace  Dolphins: Rahma 
Monkeys: Draisen  Seals: Amina 
Tigers: Iffat   Whales: Khloe 
Owls: Safaa 
Parrots: Auden 
Penguins: Mohammed 

 

GOLDEN CHILD OF THE WEEK 

For Good Behaviour 
Crocodiles: Lennie  Dolphins: Marjun 
Monkeys: Isha  Seals: Levi 
Tigers: Safiyyah  Whales: Elsa 
Owls: Sophia 
Parrots: Kayden 
Penguins: Kiaan 

 

BOOK OF THE WEEK 

 
DIARY DATES 

 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK 

3KP: Harry   5C: Ava-Rose 
3L: Robert   5L: Amelia 
3SP: Husnain  5W: Huraira 
4A: Perrie   6M: Thisev 
4F: Alex   6P: Willow 
4S: Dermaine  6S: Alexis 

   
TEAM POINTS 

1. Team Malala  592 
2. Team Lewis   550 
3.  Team Cadbury  548 
4.  Team Zephaniah  540 

 

DIARY DATES 

“The Princess and the Peas” by  

Caryl Hart, chosen by  Crocodiles 

 

Tue 28 Apr Sch Nurse - Year 6 height and weight 

Thu 30 Apr Year 4 visit to Black Country Museum 

Mon 4 May Bank holiday - school closed 

Tue 5 May pm Pinocchio pantomime in school 

Mon 11 - Thu 14 May Year 6 SATs week 

Thu 14 May pm Family afternoon celebration 

Wed 20 May Break up for half term 

Thu 21 & Fri 22 May Teacher Days - school closed 

Mon 1 Jun School reopens 

Fri 5 Jun Eid celebrations 

Wed 1 Jul Summer Fayre 

Thu 2 Jul Year 3 visit to Botanical Gardens 

Fri 17 Jul Last day of term 

Mon 20 Jul Teacher Day - school closed 

Tue 28 Apr, 9am 9am Crocodiles Phonics workshop 

Wed 29 Apr, 9am 9am Tigers Phonics workshop 

Thur 30 Apr, 9am 9am Monkeys Phonics workshop 

Mon 4 May Bank holiday - school closed 

Wed 6 May Whole school  class photos 

Thu 7 May Orthoptist Reception classes 

Thu 14 May pm Family afternoon celebration 

Wed 20 May Break up for half term 

Thu 21 & Fri 22 May Teacher Days - school closed 

Mon 1 Jun School reopens 

Fri 17 Jul Last day of term 

Mon 20 Jul Teacher Day - school closed 




















