Newsletter Autumn Term Week 1
Friday 4th September 2026

Holy Family Catholic Primary School

Jesus said “Let the children come to me”
We live and learn and love in his way.
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Newsletter — Friday 4" September 2026 - Week 1

Holy Family Catholic Primary School

Jesus said “Let the children come to me”
We live and learn and love in his way.

Become new

Sairilly as indy
"Becomme new Satnts thh,
as kindly lights with
curitous mings."

Pope Leo said in his homily in the basilica that encompasses the small chapel where St. Francis founded the Franciscan
order:

“Dear young people, today Europe and the whole world are looking to you to be new saints. Dare to believe in the word
of the Gospel; become fully human with the freedom of Jesus Christ, Unite the best energies of your magnificent
humanity: your studies, skills, work, friendships, love and prayer, so that you can bring St. Francis’ vision to life in many
different ways,”

He told them that: “the deepest vocation, written in every human heart, is a call to communion.”
Our Diocesan mission is to come into communion with one another to ensure we are:

‘Forming Christ-centred pilgrims of hope with kind hearts, questioning minds, a thirst for knowledge and a
hunger for justice.’

Education Sunday & Staff Commitment Mass ¢ )

Sunday 13th September is Education Sunday and our Staff Commitment Mass.

The theme for Education Sunday 2026 is ‘Living well Together’. It would be lovely to ﬁ‘? \ 10/ TOGETHER
see all of our pupils in attendance! \/.\-ﬁy.( : ionsunday2
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- WELCOME -
BACK 10 SCHOOL

A big welcome back to all our children and families! We hope you all had a wonderful summer break, enjoyed the
sunshine and the time to relax spending time with your family.

We were delighted to see everyone returning back or starting school with lovely smiles on their faces, and looking very
smart in their uniforms.

The teachers are all so impressed already with how well the children have settled in!

Please can we ask that all parents read this newsletter, follow us on twitter and use our website to keep up to date
with all the key dates and everything that will be happening this year.

Please can all parents also install all our school apps.

These are our main forms of communication and we don’t want you to miss any dates or events.

Thank you!
Schoolgateway 'l p
w v ‘ '
\ij Sacrament of First Holy Communion and Confirmation

A message has gone out on Dojo to all Year 3 and Year 6 parents regarding how to register for the
sacraments in 2027. Please make sure you read the massage carefully as there is a new process this year.
Details can also be found on the parish newsletter.

Y1 -Y6 Data Collection

Please can we ask that you all check over your SIMS parent lite app information. This is where we hold all
your child’s information so itis very important that it is kept up to date. In case of an emergency, we require
at least 2 contacts to be added. In addition to this we also require email addresses and the correct home

address. If you have any problems logging onto this app, please contact the school office on 02476 333631
who will be happy to assist, if any of the data changes throughout the year please let the school office know.

All data needs to be updated before Friday 25t September.

School Term Dates

Please see the term dates attached and make a note of the holidays and teacher training days when the children are
not in school.

| would like to remind you that school holidays are not permitted during term time, and any absence for exceptional
circumstances should be requested using our exceptional leave form before any bookings are made.

Food Allergies
Please can we remind you that we have NO EGGS or NUTS or

FOOD ALLERGY SE.EDS. to cc.Jme into school'ln your child’s packed lunch.
It is highly important that items such as chocolate spread are
WARNING . . : .
not given to the children in their lunch as some chocolate

spreads advise traces of nuts, we also like to promote healthy eating and that is
not a healthy option, also eggs in sandwiches and Cereal bars with nuts in, as these can be fatal to some of our
children.
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PE Uniform
Your child's class teacher should have been in touch this week to let you know which days your child will be taught PE.
Lessons will start next week. Please ensure your child is wearing the correct clothing for PE:

e Yellow Holy Family t-shirt

e Blue shorts

e Navy jogging bottoms (Plain — no logos)
e Navy sweatshirt (Plain — no logos)

e Trainers

All uniform can be purchased from Clive Mark or Senik. Sweatshirts and jogging bottoms should NOT be branded or
have any other logo other than Holy Family. As always, earrings are not permitted.

Admissions Reception - September 2027
The online facility for applying for a place in our reception classes is now open until 15th January 2027. The web

address is: Primary school admissions — Starting primary school in September 2027 Please remember that parents are

responsible for providing a copy of their child’s Catholic Baptism Certificate to the school by the closing date on 15
January 2027. Our preferred method is to email this via admin@holyfamily.coventry.sch.uk. Failure to do this will
result in your child being ranked as non-Catholic and this could affect their place.

Nursery Admissions Applications
Nursery applications for children to start nursery in September 2027 will be available via the website on Monday 5™

October 2026. You need to apply for you child born between 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024. The closing date
for applications will be 15 January 2027 and Governors will review all applications in accordance with our admissions

policy during February 2027.

Secondary Admission Applications

To all Year 6 parents - applications are now open for you to apply for your child’s secondary school the closing date
will be 31* October 2026. Please click here if you haven’t already applied. If you are still unsure of where to apply,
Secondary schools are holding Open evenings over the next couple of weeks.

School Food United

Please remember to order you child’s meals on Sunday evening for the week.

We appreciate that there has been a problem with free school meals pulling through to the app, SC!‘!.OL
however, we have had a significantly high number of children with no meals ordered this week. FOO '
Large numbers of add on meals puts the kitchen staff under a large amount of pressure - because of 'NM“I TE S
this, from next week, if a child has not had a meal ordered on two occasions, we will be asking you to =
bring in a packed lunch on the third occasion.

Please could we also ask that your child stays on either school dinners or packed lunches for a full half term and doesn’t
switch between both as this is very difficult for the kitchen to manage their numbers and food orders are made the
week before.

Eligibility for free school meals has now been extended to anyone receiving Universal Credit. If you are now eligible
and would like to apply for free school meals please click on the following link: Free School Meals — Apply for Free
School Meals

School Gates

We would like to thank everyone for their support and co-operation with the ongoing work being done to the school
gates. Please keep an eye on dojo for any updates going forward.

Please could we ask all parents to be cautious when entering and leaving the school through the gates on Beake
Avenue - the ground leading through to the school is uneven so please walk carefully!
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Sacrament of First Holy Communion and Confirmation

A message has gone out on Dojo to all Year 3 and Year 6 parents regarding how to register for the sacraments in 2027.
Please make sure you read the massage carefully as there is a new process this year. Details can also be found on the
parish newsletter.

Important!
Please note - an important letter from the Archdiocese of Birmingham has been sent out on Dojo today regarding the

consultation process for our school to join a large Catholic Multi Academy Trust in September 2027. Please could all
parents make sure to read this letter.

Vacancy - Maternity cover
We have an upcoming vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor. This will be maternity cover for 9 months starting in
October. The post is for 6.25 hours per week. If you are interested, please contact the school office.

Rock Steady
Please click the link for any parents interested in signing your child up for ‘Rock Steady’, who come in and deliver

personalised band sessions to help children grow with their interest in music and singing.

Holy Family Tea Party

Please see the attached poster for a tea party being held at Holy Family Parish Hall on Sunday 20t
September. You will be entertained by a professional singer and treated to a selection of goodies, including
savoury, sweet, tea, coffee and soft drinks.

Music Appreciation of the Week

‘This week’s music appreciation of the week is Dolly Parton’s 9 to 5.

Dolly Rebecca Parton Dean was an American singer-songwriter, actress,
philanthropist, and businesswoman whose six-decade career earned her
the title "Queen of Country." She sold over 100 million records, won 11
Grammy Awards, had 25 Billboard country No. 1 hits, and composed over
3,000 songs including Jolene, | Will Always Love You, Coat of Many Colours,
and 9 to 5. Parton starred in films like 9 to 5 and Steel Magnolias, co-
founded Dollywood, and created the Imagination Library, delivering millions of books to children worldwide.
She was inducted into multiple halls of fame and received honours including the National Medal of Arts and
Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award. Parton died of cancer on August 25, 2026, at age 80.

Have a Lovag wWeekend

Mrs G Griffiths
Headteacher

Attendance for this week

: 'S-REAT : Whole School attendance
ttendance
95.9%
YR Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 ! Year 5 ! Year 6
Attendance % 97.2% 90.2% 97.2% 97.1% 99.4% 94.7%

Congratulations to Y3C and Y5M for the highest attendance of 100% this week!
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LGemyenens  SChool term dates 2026-2027
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Chrigimas Day 25 December 2026 Easter Monday 29 March 2027
Boxing Day (subssitues) 28 December 2026 May Day holiday 3 May 2027
New Year bank holiday 1 January 2027 Spng Bank roliday 31 May 2027
Good Friday 26 March 2027 Summer Bank holday 30 August 2027

= Holiday D , Weekend LA set

time training day
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Teacher Training Days coventry.gov.uk/termdates
Tuesday 1* Sept 2026

Monday 4" Jan 2027

Monday 19'" July 2027

Tuesday 20" July 2027

Wednesday 21* July 2027
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