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Dear Parents and Carers,  
Thank you to our ‘Young Minds’ Group who 
delivered a special worship time on Monday 
introducing ‘Children’s Mental Health Week’.  
They talked about this year’s them, ‘My Voice 
Matters’ to empower children and young people 
to express themselves. 

 

 

 

Well done and thank you to our Digital Leaders 
who led an informative assembly on Thursday 
morning about Safer Internet Day on the theme of 
‘Inspiring change? Making a difference, 
managing influence and navigating change 
online’.  

The Nursery and Reception children have taken part in the RSPB Big Bird Watch collecting vital information 
about the birds in our area. Whilst School Council held a very successful Hot Chocolate and biscuit sale to 
raise funds for the charity. Thank you for your kind donations, together we raised £119.60 for the continuing 
work of the RSPB.  
 

     
 

Blessing of new classroom 
Over half term and the INSET Day on 19th February, staff will be moving Rowan and Ash classes and the 
staffroom to their new permanent bases. Rowan will taking up residence in the new extension, Ash Class 
moving to where Rowan Class have been based and the staffroom moving back to its original space just off 
the foyer. 
Father Mark will bless Rowan’s new classroom on Tuesday 20th February at 9am.  

Our Worship theme for the first week after half term will be... ‘Lent’. We will be talking about what the 
season of Lent means and how we should behave during Lent. We will consider our School action during 
Lent and what we can do for the good of others. We will reflect on how Jesus used his time in the 
wilderness.  
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On the Wednesday we will be attending St Mary’s Church for a Eucharist service with Ashing as Ash 
Wednesday falls in half term. All children will have the opportunity to take part in the Ashing, please do let 
us know if you would rather they did not. 
 
Mrs Lowe 
Today we say goodbye, for a while, to Mrs Lowe as she starts her maternity leave. We would like to wish 
both Mrs and Mr Lowe lots of luck, and we look forward to meeting their new baby very soon!  
Mrs Charlotte Tate will join the team to cover Mrs Lowe’s maternity leave from 19th February 2024.  
 
NSPCC  
Today, pupils have taken part in the NSPCC ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’ assemblies with their class teachers. The 
final total from our NSPCC Number Day fundraiser is £194.42. A representative from the charity will join us 
after half term to receive a cheque for this amount.  
 
Class Photos 
Have you ordered your school Group photo yet? A polite reminder that the closing date for free 
delivery back to school is Wednesday 14th February 2024.  Order online through the Tempest website using 
your unique link or visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk  
If you need any assistance in ordering your photos, feel free to contact Tempest on 01736 751555 (option 
3). 
 
School Meals 
Payment details (via Parent Pay) for school meals for the second half of the spring term 2024 are as follows: 
20/2/24 - 28/2/24 5 weeks 3 days, £12.50 per week, £70 for the half term. 
Please ensure that any outstanding ParentPay balances are cleared as soon as possible, thank you. 
 
Tree House Club 
Please clear any outstanding balances on accounts as soon as possible including any late fees, thank you. 
 
Friends PTFA 
School Lottery: 2023’s School Lottery raised £291.00, the full amount of which will be donated to school to 
purchase resources for the children. If you are interested in joining the School Lottery monthly draw then a 
letter was sent home with the children last week.  
For those of you who are existing members, if you wish to continue for this coming year and don’t have a 
standing order already set up, please make your payment no later than 3.15pm on Wednesday 22nd 
February. Payments can be made via:  
Bank transfer or standing order - payment monthly (£2 per month per number) or one payment of £24 per 
number  
Account Name: Friends of Rufford School, Reference: (Your Surname) Lottery (e.g. Smith Lottery)  
Sort Code 40-24-14, Account Number -61064851 
Veg Boxes:  Orders for February Veg Boxes should be made by midday on Monday 4th March for local 
Rufford delivery or collection from Tarleton on Wednesday 6th March. To place an order please visit  
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofruffordschool  
Payment details: Friends of Rufford School, Account number: 61064851, Sort Code: 40-24-14, Ref: Veg Box 
 

School will close for the half term holiday at 3:15pm today, 9th February, and will re-open, following the staff 
INSET day, on Tuesday 20th February at 8:45am 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs Rachel Elleray 
Headteacher 
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