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Saint Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools 
Parental Newsletter Friday 16th January 2025 

              Value for January – Commitment 
 

In assembly this week we were thinking about the baptism of Jesus 
by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. This linked to last week’s 
Gospel reading. We talked about when we are baptised that we 
become part of God’s family. We thought about the Holy Trinity 
being present with God the Father’s voice heard from Heaven; God 
the Son Jesus being baptised and God the Holy Spirit descending 
as a dove. Our mission this week was to remember that we all are 
God’s beloved children and how that could influence our thoughts 
and actions this week. 
 

Year of Reading 
2026 is the National Year of Reading. 
The Department of Education have 
launched a UK wide campaign 
designed to help people rediscover 
the joy of reading. The ‘Go All In’ 

campaign aims to bring reading to everyone, through their passions.  
Whatever people are into – sport, music, food, gaming, film, fashion, 
or creativity – this interest is then used to draw them into reading. By 
starting with passions, not pressure, the aim is to create a stronger, 
more connected reading culture across the UK. 
We all know the benefits of reading, but unfortunately fewer people 
are reading. Reading expands minds, builds confidence and fuels 
creativity. Yet with more distractions and less 
time, reading for pleasure is in decline across 
many groups. 
Here in Saint Joseph’s, we have lots of 
exciting events planned to encourage reading 
and continue to develop children’s love of 
books. One of these is that we will be 
launching a very special reading café where 
parents and carers will be invited to join their 
child to read a favourite story or book together.  
 

 
 

 
Breakfast Club Daily 

7:45-8:30 a.m. 
Junior/Infant School Halls- 

registration required 
After School Club  

Junior School 
Monday-Friday  
3:00 -4:15p.m 

 
Monday 19th January 

Dance Club 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 20th January 
Year 5 Reading Club 

3:30-4:15 
Gym Club  
Chess Club 

Archery Club 
3:30-4:30 p.m.   

 
Wednesday 21st January 

Football Club  
Film Making Club 

3:30-4:30 p.m.                    
 

Thursday 22nd January 
Year 3 Computing Club 

3:30-4:15 p.m. 
Fencing 

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 

Friday 23rd January 
Gym Club  

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
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Ofsted School Inspections 
You may be aware that the school inspection framework has changed since November 2026. 
There is now a new school report card in place and a different grading system, which is quite 
different from the previous framework. The Brent Director of Education, Partnerships and 
Strategy in Education has written to all Parents and Carers to update them on these changes. 
Please see her letter on page 7. 

 

 

Class Masses 
Thank you to Father Joseph for leading Saint Faustina’s class Mass this afternoon. Many thanks 
also to those parents and family members who were able to join with us.   
 
Please join with your child and our staff for their class Mass which will take place at 2p.m. in your 
child’s classroom.  
The Masses scheduled for this term are as follows: 
Saint Vincent De Paul Friday 23rd January 
Saint Joan of Arc Friday 30th January 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe Friday 6th February 
Saint Francis Friday 13th February 
Saint Mary Friday 27th February 
Saint Catherine Friday 6th March 
Saint Jude Friday 13th March 
 

Class Assemblies 
Assemblies take place in either school hall from 9a.m. 
Thursday 22nd January Saint Maximilian Kolbe 
Monday 26th January Saint George 
Thursday 12th February Saint Joan of Arc 
Thursday 5th March Saint Teresa 
 
Message From Saint Joseph’s Church Wembley New Altar Servers Meeting 
 
NEW ALTAR SERVERS RECRUITMENT AT ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH 

There will be an introduction and registration meeting for children wishing 

to join the Altar Servers, together with their parents, on Saturday,7th 

February at 11:30am in the Church. It is mandatory for at least one parent to 

attend this meeting, as we will be providing the requirements and guidelines. 

Only children who have received their First Holy Communion are eligible. 
 

Admissions     

You should have by now submitted admissions applications for nursery, reception and Year 3 for 

September 2026. If you have not yet managed to do so, please speak to someone in either 

school office as soon as possible and we will try to support your late application.  

We currently have vacancies in Years 3 and 5 so if you know any families with children in 

non-Catholic schools in these year groups, please encourage them to apply. 
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Parental Workshops 
Mathematics parental workshops will take place in either school hall from 9a.m on the 
following dates: 
Wednesday 21st January Year 1 
Wednesday 4th February Year 5 
Thursday 26th February Year 2 
Wednesday 4th March Year 4 
Wednesday 11th March Year 3 
 
Year 6 Sat’s Parental Meeting 
There will be a parental meeting outlining the arrangements for the Year 6 Sat’s on Tuesday 27th 
January at 8:45 a.m. in the junior hall. 

 

Reception and Nursery Stay and Play 
There will be another opportunity for parents to join their child in reception and nursery to get an 
insight into their daily learning experience. 
Reception Stay and Play Wednesday 28th January from 8:45 
Nursery Stay and Play Thursday 29th January from 8:30 (morning nursery) and 12:15p.m 
(afternoon nursery). 
 
OPAL Play  

We have launched a special OPAL bingo competition to encourage children to 
donate things for OPAL play. We hope that you are able to support on this. You 
will also receive the OPAL newsletter with this newsletter which has more 
information. We are also requesting any donations of waterproof clothing that you 
may have and no longer need. Many thanks. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Request for Transportation 
If anyone has a van and a spare hour, we would be very grateful for your assistance. We need 
help to pick up some crates and barrels for OPAL play. The company that has donated is local in 
Wembley. Please speak to the office or Ms. Gaynor, Mr. Nicklin or myself if you feel that you 
could help us. 
 
Magic Breakfast 
As you know the school is part of Magic Breakfast and we provide all children with the offer of 
toast or bagels each morning. We have recently been trialling offering the children cereal each 
morning and this has gone very well. Shortly we will be extending this to all classes. Currently the 
cereals offered each morning are Weetabix, Cornflakes and Quaker Original Oat Crisp Cereal. 
We have sent the allergen information about the products which we are currently using for your 
information. 
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Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and we try our best to 
support you particularly in terms of the dangers that children may 
encounter online. If you have any concerns, please contact me. All 
school staff have regular training. I remind you of the Designated 
Safeguarding Staff who have had additional higher-level training in 
safeguarding. 
 

 
Online Safety  
Each week we will include a link to an information sheet which helps us navigate the online 
world, this week the National Online Safety guide is on ‘Sharing Photos Online’ and can be found 
on page 9.  

 

House Points 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Weekly Attendance Award  
Attendance last week was extremely low across the school with a high number of children not 
returning on time after the Christmas holidays. I will continue to meet with parents about 
attendance concerns across next week. Please ensure that you book an appointment to meet 
with me if you have been invited to on our School Cloud Booking System. 
 
Congratulations to the class winners for last week. 
Junior School- Saint Catherine on 97%               
Infant School- Saint Teresa and Saint Patrick on 94% 
 

 

Star of the Week 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Bernadette- Angel 

Saint Patrick- Achilles 

Saint George- Semenca 

Saint Teresa- Myler 

Saint John Paul- Anayah 

Saint Angela - Brion 

Saint Christopher- Andreea-Denisa 

Saint Catherine- Tommy 
Saint Jude- Lestra 
Saint Mary- Julian 

Saint Francis- Alrick 

Saint Joan of Arc- Bresha 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe- Sofia 

Saint Vincent De Paul- Mikhail 

Saint Faustina- Naomi 
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Prayer for Commitment 

Lord, 

Teach me the value of true commitment. 

Help me to stay faithful to my promises, 

Dedicate myself fully to my responsibilities, 

And persevere even when challenges come. 

Let me understand that commitment shapes my 

character, 

Builds trust with others, 

And brings purpose to all I do. 

Guide me to honour my commitments with integrity and 

love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs. Whelan 
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