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Saint Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools 
Parental Newsletter Friday 20th March 2026 

                      Value for March – Freedom 
 

In assembly this week we were thinking about the Gospel story where Jesus 
healed a blind man. We thought about how the blind man felt when he could 
see for the first time and discussed the meaning of the word ‘rejoice’. We 
shared different ways that we could show our gratitude to God and to others 
who bring joy into our lives. Our mission was to try to notice the people and 
things around us that make us happy and to reflect and be thankful. 
 
Class Assemblies 
Assemblies take place in either school hall from 9 a.m. 
Tuesday 28th April Saint Francis 
Thursday 30th April Saint Bernadette 
Thursday 7th May Saint Catherine 
Thursday 21st May Saint Mary 
Thursday 11th June Saint Jude 
Thursday 18th June Saint Patrick 
 
Class Liturgies during Lent 
We are offering parents a really special opportunity to attend one of your child’s 
class liturgies across Lent. This is a special class liturgy organised and led by 
the children. Years 1-6 will take place on the following days at 2:50 p.m. in your 
child’s classroom. Saint Bernadette liturgy will be in the morning at 9 a.m. 
Saint Bernadette- Friday 27th March 9 a.m.                     
Saint Jude- Friday 27th March                                        
Year 4- Thursday 26th March 
Year 6- Tuesday 31st March 
 
Year 5 Easter Liturgy 
Year 5 will be sharing a special Easter Liturgy on Wednesday 1st April at 9 a.m. in 
the junior hall. 
 
Reconciliation  
As part of their preparation during Lent pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 will be receiving 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation on the following dates: 
Reconciliation Friday 27th March 9:30 a.m. (Year 4) 

 
 

 
Breakfast Club Daily 

7:45-8:30 a.m. 
Junior/Infant School 

Halls- registration 
required 

After School Club  
Junior School 

Monday-Friday  
3:00 - 4:15p.m 

 
Monday 23rd March 

Dance Club 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 24th March 
Year 5 Reading Club 

3:30 - 4:15 
Gym Club  
Chess Club 

Archery Club 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.   

 
Wednesday 25th March 

Football Club  
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.                    

 
Thursday 26th March 

Year 3 Computing Club 
3:30-4:15 p.m. 

Fencing 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

 
Friday 27th March 

Gym Club  
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 



2 
 

Saint Joseph’s Day  
We had a fabulous celebration of Saint Joseph’s Day on Thursday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Hat 
We are again this year inviting children to make their own Easter 
Hats. There will be an Easter Hat Parade on Friday 27th March. 
Children should wear their uniform as usual and bring their hat in 
for the parade in the afternoon.  
 
OPAL Play Own Clothes Day 
The children will be able to wear their own clothes to school on Thursday 26th March. 
To support our playtimes, children are invited to bring in a ‘loose part’ as a donation. In return, they may 
wear their own clothes. Please see the pictures attached to the OPAL newsletter for ideas of suitable 
items. We are also looking for anyone who would be able to help us put together some pallets to create a 
mud kitchen for the field. If you have carpentry skills and could spare a couple of hours to support us, it 
would be greatly appreciated. Please speak to us at the gate, or contact the school office by email or 
phone. You will also have received this term’s OPAL Play newsletter from Mrs. Evans today, which 
includes more information about OPAL. Further details can be found on pages 12 and 13. 
 
World Maths Day 
The children will be celebrating World Maths Day on Thursday 26th March. They will be completing a range 
of mathematical activities across the day. As it is also the ‘Year of Reading’ the theme will be ‘Maths 
through Stories’. 
 
Maundy Thursday 
The junior children will be attending a very special Mass on Maundy Thursday at 9:30 a.m. at Saint 
Joseph’s Church. 
 

CAFOD Big Lent Walk 
The children will be supporting CAFOD across Lent. They will be taking part in their Big Lent Walk on 
Tuesday 31st March. Prayer Leaders will be collecting donations at the gate on that morning. On that day 
we would ask for a donation of £1 to support CAFOD. Many thanks. 

 

Year of Reading 
2026 is the National Year of Reading. The Department for Education has 
launched a UK-wide campaign designed to help people rediscover the joy 
of reading. The ‘Go All In’ campaign aims to bring reading to everyone 
through their passions.  
To celebrate this, we have launched a special Reading Café. Parents and children are invited to enjoy a 
shared reading experience in the school halls, which will be magically transformed into a café. You can 
choose a book to read together and enjoy some quiet time with your child. 

https://goallin.org.uk/
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Parents are warmly invited to attend on the following afternoons this year from 2:30 p.m.: 
Wednesday 25th March Saint Christopher  
Wednesday 29th April Saint Jude 
Wednesday 6th May Saint Maximilian Kolbe 
Wednesday 20th May Saint Joan of Arc 

                        Wednesday 3rd June Saint Patrick 
                        Wednesday 10th June Saint John Paul 
                        Wednesday 17th June Saint Bernadette 
                        Wednesday 1st July Saint Teresa 
                        Wednesday 8th July Saint George 
We look forward to welcoming you for this special celebration of reading. 
 
Author Visit 
We were delighted to have a really special visitor on Tuesday. Laura Henry-Allain MBE read her stories to 
the infant children and led a very special assembly with junior pupils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Term Dates 
A reminder that our schools set their own term dates and these are usually different from the Brent 
Council school term dates. We always send term dates to you via email and in the newsletter. It is 
also available on our school website. I will include it going forward in my weekly newsletter so 
everyone is aware and there cannot be any confusion. 
 
Parental Workshops 
Mathematics parental workshops will take place in either school hall from 9 a.m. on the 
following dates: 
Tuesday 24th March Year 3  

 

Parental Meetings 
We will be holding parental meetings on Monday 30th March and Wednesday 1st April from 2:30 -5:30 
p.m. This will give you the opportunity to meet with your child’s class teacher and have a look at their 
work so far this year. 
School will end an hour earlier on both of these days so please ensure that you pick your child 
up as below on both days not just the day of your appointment: 
Monday 30th March and Wednesday 1st April children will be dismissed at the following times: 
Reception 2:10 p.m.     
Year 1 2:15 p.m.   Year 2 2:20 p.m.   Saint John Paul 2:20 p.m. 
Year 3 2:10 p.m.   Year 4 2:20 p.m.  
Year 5 2:10 p.m.   Year 6 2:20 p.m. 
If they are in after school club or an extended day club, they will attend this as usual and do not 
need to be picked up at the earlier time. 
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Parental Meetings for Nursery Children and Saint John Paul 
Parental meetings for Nursery children and children in Saint John Paul will have to be rescheduled 
after the Easter holidays. Apologies for any inconvenience that this may cause. 
 
Admissions     

We currently have vacancies in Years 3 and 5 so if you know any families with children in non-

Catholic schools in these year groups, please encourage them to apply. 

 

School Council Great Big School Clean 

The School Council have pledged to once again be taking part in the ‘Great Big School Clean’ from 

the 13th-29th March. This campaign is run by ‘Keep Britain Tidy’. The School Council will be out on 

their daily litter picks. Please see the poster on page 8 which includes some interesting facts. 

 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and we try our 
best to support you particularly in terms of the dangers that 
children may encounter online. If you have any concerns, 
please contact me. All school staff have regular training. I 
remind you of the Designated Safeguarding Staff who have 
had additional higher-level training in safeguarding. 

 
Online Safety  
Each week we will include a link to an information sheet which helps us navigate the online 
world, this week the National Online Safety guide is on ‘Online Trends Encouraging Violence’ 
and can be found on page 9.  

 

 
House Points 
  

 
 

 
Weekly Attendance Award  
Congratulations to the class winners for last week. 
Junior School- A three-way tie between Saint Francis, Saint Maximilian Kolbe and  
Saint Vincent De Paul all on 99%! 
Infant School- A tie between Saint John Paul and Saint Christopher on 98%! 
 

Star of the Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Bernadette- Asher 

Saint Patrick- Raya 

Saint George- Venisha 

Saint Teresa- Elsa 

Saint John Paul- Valena 

Saint Angela - Maverick 

Saint Christopher- Swaelan 

Saint Catherine- Myron 
Saint Jude- Vernon 
Saint Mary- Ignatius 

Saint Francis- Franek 

Saint Joan of Arc- Ethan 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe- Clasida 

Saint Vincent De Paul- Rhea 

Saint Faustina- Phares 
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 A Prayer to Saint Joseph 

 

Dear Saint Joseph, 

You listened to God with a quiet and trusting heart. 

You cared for Mary and Jesus with love and strength. 

Help us to be gentle and brave, 

to help others without being asked, 

and to always try to do what is right. 

Bless our school, 

our teachers, and our friends. 

Help our families to be filled with peace and love. 

May we follow your example each day 

by working hard, trusting God, 

and caring for one another. 

Saint Joseph, guide us and pray for us. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs. Whelan 
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https://goallin.org.uk/
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