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Saint Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools  
Parental Letter Friday 3rd October 2025 

Value for October- Curiosity 
 

 

In assembly this week we thought about what it is to be truly wealthy. The children 
shared with me what they would do if they had lots of money- it was very illuminating! 
We read the parable from last week’s gospel about the rich man and poor man. We 
thought about how we can feel really wealthy if we have the gifts of love, friendship 
and good health and it is not always money that brings us happiness in life. 
 

Class assemblies – 9 a.m. in either school hall 
Tuesday 7th October Saint Vincent De Paul 
Thursday 16th October Saint John Paul 
Thursday 20th November Saint Christopher 
 
Year Groups attending Parish 9:30 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday 8th October Year 5 
Wednesday 12th November Year 4 
Wednesday 19th November Year 3 
 

Harvest Festival 
Thank you for all of the donations of food for the Prayer Leaders 
collection for Brent Food Bank as part of their harvest festival and 
Family Fast Day collection. It was greatly appreciated. Brent Food 
Bank will pick up next Wednesday so there is still time to send 
something in if you did not get a chance. 
 
Notice from Saint Joseph’s Parish 
First Holy Communion Programme for pupils attending Catholic schools are invited 
to attend a Parent’s Meeting on Wednesday, 5th November 2025 at 5:30pm in 
Pastoral Centre. 
 

Forward Notice Parental Workshops- Reading and Phonics Workshops 
These will take place at 8:45 a.m. in either school hall- workshops usually last about 
an hour. 
Tuesday 14th October Year 5 
Thursday 23rd October Year 4 
Thursday 27th November Year 3 

 

Breakfast Club Daily 
7:45-8:30 a.m.               

Junior School Hall- 
registration required 

After School Club Infant 
/Junior School Monday-

Friday 
3:00 -4:15p.m 

 

Monday 6th October 
Dance Club 

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Taekwondo 

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 7th October 
Gym Club  

3:30-4:30p.m. 
Chess Club 

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Archery 

3:30-4:30 
 

   Wednesday 8th October 
Football Club  

3:30-4:30 p.m.  
 

Thursday 9th October 
Art Club 

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Year 3 Computing Club 

 3:15-4:15 p.m. 
Fencing 

3:30-4:30 p.m.   
 

Friday 10th October 
Gym Club  

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
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World Poetry Day 
The children enjoyed a range of activities linked to poetry. The secret poetry spreaders tried to share their poem 
with others across the day. Children enjoyed performing the poem in class and in assembly. The theme for World 
Poetry Day was play so we linked our poem to OPAL- our outdoor play and learning project. 
 

OPAL Playtimes 

We build with crates, we climb, we run, 
Outside learning feels like fun! 

We zoom on scooters, roll on tyres, 
Imagination never tires! 

With mud and sticks, we make and play  
That’s the magic of OPAL Day! 

 

 
OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning)  
As you know we introduced OPAL last year in both schools. This 
was to improve the quality of lunchtime play and to make it more 
enjoyable for all children. We are very grateful to parents who 
have come in to help or who have donated to our play resources. 
In her newsletter Mrs. Evans requested donations of the following:  
Thank you in advance for your continued support. Children do 
need wellies and a waterproof coat with a hood as soon as 
possible. Please see page 12 for further details. 
 
World Mental Health Day 
Next Friday is World Mental Health Day. The children will be encouraged  to think about their wellbeing and 
expressing their feelings and emotions. To raise awareness children are allowed to wear one yellow article of 
clothing in,e.g t-shirt, socks etc.. Many thanks. 

 
 

Reception Stay and Play Day 
There will be a stay and play morning on Wednesday 15th October from 8:45 a.m. This is an opportunity for 
parents to stay with their child for the beginning of the session and experience a phonics session. There will also 
be tips on how you can support your child in developing their phonics and reading knowledge. 

 

Nursery Stay and Play Day 
There will be a stay and play morning and afternoon on Wednesday 22nd October at 8:30 a.m. (morning nursery) 
and 12:15 p.m. (afternoon nursery) This is an opportunity for parents to stay with their child for the beginning of 
the session. You will experience playing alongside your child in the nursery environment and experience some of 
the activities they enjoy across the week. 
 

Coffee morning Brent Parent Carer Forum  
PINS – (Partnership for inclusion of neurodiversity in schools) are working in Partnership with Saint Joseph's 
Infant and Junior Schools. They are holding a Brent Parent Carer Forum Parents Coffee Morning on Monday 
13th October 2025, in the Prayer Room and they invite all parents to join them from 8.30am onwards. Further 
information on page 11.  
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Parental Prayer Group 
Thank you to the parents who attended prayer group today. The next prayer group will take place on Friday 7th 
November from 8:30a.m. in the Prayer Room.  
 
Annual Parental Questionnaire 
Thank you to those parents who completed the questionnaire last week. We now have 68 
responses. We will keep the questionnaire open until half term. We will repeat the 
questionnaire at the end of the summer term again. Please find the link and QR code. I 
would appreciate you taking a moment to complete the form so that we can gather your 
views on any areas that you may wish to give us feedback on. This will help us to ensure 
that we continue to provide the best possible school experience for your child.     Many 
thanks in advance for completing this.  

 

School Nurse Team- Flu Vaccination 
You should have received information about the nasal flu vaccination which is coming up in October. It is really 
important that children are vaccinated so please ensure that you sign up for this. If you have any questions, 
please ask the office or email the team directly. See the flyer on page 9 which has links to registration. 
 

Balance Bike Training 
Reception pupils will be having balance bike training on the 5th, 6th and 7th November. More details will be sent 
directly to reception parents. 
 
Year 6 Secondary School 
Year 6 applications for admission to secondary school need to be submitted by October 31st 2025. I 
include the link below to further information on the Brent website. Remember to submit an application to the 
individual school and also to complete your online eAdmissions application. 
https://www.brent.gov.uk/education-schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-
place#planandprepare 
 
Swimming 
Vale Farm our swimming provider are running ‘October Crash Courses’ in swimming. These will be taking place 
across half term from Monday 27th to Friday 31st, priced at £29.50 for the week. I would encourage you to 
consider signing your child up for this as swimming is such an important life skill. Please see the flyer on page 8. 

 
Online Safety  
Each week we will include an information sheet which helps us navigate the online world. This week the National 
Online Safety guide is about what parents and carers need to know about ‘EA Sports FC 26’ please see page 
10. 

 

Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and we try our best to 
support you particularly in terms of the dangers that children may 
encounter online. If you have any concerns, please contact me. All 
school staff and Governors have regular training. I remind you of the 
Designated Safeguarding Staff who have had additional higher-level 
training in safeguarding.  

      https://forms.gle/JprMJZK9zS19qqU6A 
 

https://www.brent.gov.uk/education-schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place#planandprepare
https://www.brent.gov.uk/education-schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place#planandprepare
https://forms.gle/JprMJZK9zS19qqU6A


 
 

4 
 

 
Weekly Attendance Award  
Well done to the winners of the attendance award for last week. 
Junior School – Saint Jude on a fantastic 100%!   
Infant School- Three class winners this week – Saint John Paul, Saint Angela and Saint Christopher all on 99%! 
 

 
House Points 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Value Awards- September – Community 
Saint Patrick – Chrissy and Valenco    Saint Bernadette- Abner and Starla 
Saint Teresa- Wiktoria and Tristan      Saint George- Azai and Kaylee 
Saint John Paul- Valena and Jinil     Saint Christopher- Swealan and Chloe 
Saint Angela- Daniel and Sinora 
Saint Catherine- Vaclav and Alexis   Saint Jude- Clarisa and Orion 
Saint Mary- Abiel and Joanna        Saint Francis- Precious and Mazen 
Saint Joan of Arc- Amalia and Sherwyn     Saint Maximillian Kolbe- Wavell and Velisha 
Saint Faustina- Ethan and Jenessa   Saint Vincent De Paul- Divine and Chris 
 
Congratulations to all of the children who demonstrated an understanding of the value of ‘Community’. 
Our value for October is ‘Curiosity’. The Prayer Focus sheet and activity to complete together can be found on 
page 7.  

 
 

Star of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Bernadette- Velrick 

Saint Patrick- Rhys 

Saint George- Cyrus 

Saint Teresa- Jerish 

Saint John Paul- Jinal 

Saint Angela – Daniel 

Saint Christopher- Eline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Catherine- Alexis 
Saint Jude- Eleanor 
Saint Mary- Cayden 

Saint Francis- Aiden 

Saint Joan of Arc- Iwano 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe- Dilivio 

Saint Faustina- Milena 

Saint Vincent De Paul- Joash 
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Prayer to Saint Francis and Saint Faustina 

 

Lord God,  

You gave us Saint Francis  

to teach the joy of humility, simplicity, and peace, 

and You gave us Saint Faustina  

to proclaim the boundless mercy of Your Son. 

Through their intercession,  

make our hearts gentle and merciful, 

our lives radiant with Your love, 

and our words and deeds a witness of peace  

and mercy to the world. 

Amen. 
 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs. Whelan 
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https://www.schoolvaccination.uk/flu
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