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Newsletter Summer Term 2026

10/07/2026

Mrs Hepburn-Fish’s reflection of the week
and events

We cannot believe that it is nearly the end
of the academic year. It has been so busy
that the time is just going so quickly!
Thank you for all the support in attending
the new class meetings that took part this
week. We hope you found it helpful to learn
about your child’s new class and the
curriculum for their next year group.

The year two pupils will enjoy their leavers
disco this afternoon and we are pleased we
can have this outside. They all look very
smart in their party clothes and are very
excited.

This week we have two amazing things to
share with you

Drum  roll  please
absolutely delighted to announce that our
Bright Stars project- WOW Wonders of

Workington has won of the categories =

Thanks to everyone who supported our
Bright Stars team, we were the most
profitable project and we are thrilled to

have won this category {4

We are beyond proud of our Bright Stars
management who learnt so many new skills
during the project and proved themselves

to be excellent entrepreneurs ©*

Thank you to our Bright stars team of
pupils but also Mrs Humble, Mrs Ross and
Mr Laverty for doing an amazing job and
spending every Wednesday working with
the pupils and our supporting business
Dave and Rachel from The Vicky in
Cockermouth. Well-done.
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On Thursday we were proud to be part of
a celebration event for the Great teaching
toolkit project that we have implemented
with the Teachers and Teaching Assistants
to promote a positive ethos. Some of the
things included were the postcards that
have been sent home, the top table trophy,
increased awards and recognition and we
have reviewed the routines and timetables.
Thank you to Mr Starr and Miss Watson for
being out Great Teaching

Toolkit leads and their

time and dedication to ﬁ:
this. We are very proud

of them.

Well

Done! \ﬁ

End of term finish at 12:30pm. We will see
all the pupils to their parents/carers and
then all year two will exit from the school
main entrance as their final leaver’s day.
We will have a leavers banner outside all
week with leavers 2026 for you to take any
photos of your child.

Health and safety notice

With high temperatures predicted across
much of the UK over the next week we just
wanted to provide parents/carers with
some information and what steps we are
taking. We will be making a temporary
adjustment to our uniform expectations.

We are taking all reasonable steps, in line
with DfE guidance, to ensure our school
building remains as cool as possible.

For the last week of this term week
commencing Monday 13™ July, we will ask
the pupils to wear their PE kit and trainers
for school. This will be sent home tonight.
This will be in place until the end of term.

Nursery pupils can wear their own shorts
with their school polo and trainers.

Please ensure your child brings a sun hat.

We ask that parents/carers apply sun
cream to your child before school.

We will provide shaded areas for the

pupils and limit exercise/PE to calm
activities so they do not become too hot.

The pupils will be encouraged to drink
regularly and we will monitor how much
they are drinking to ensure they are kept
hydrated. They will keep their water
bottles at the desks.

We will keep the school as ventilated as
possible; we have bladeless fans in all
classrooms to keep the environment cool.
Thank you

Staff organisation

September 2026

We are delighted to confirm that we have
started to prepare the class lists and
organisation for September.

We will have two classes in each year
group. Some of the teachers and Teaching
Assistants will be moving year groups. We
will be holding information sessions to find
out about your child’s new class and their
year group and you will be informed about
the class that you will be in. We will be
holding a variety of different transition
activities so please keep a close eye on the
dairy dates.

September staffing:
Rainbow Nursery
Mrs Cowan

Miss Jones

Mrs Collins

Mrs Owens

Three-year-old Nursery
Mrs Milligan

Miss Bowness

Miss Murphy

Mrs Young

Reception

Blencathra Miss Watson

Great Gable Miss Arthur

Reception Teaching Assistants Miss
Speakes, Mrs Robertson and Mrs Meil.




Year one

Catbells Mr Starr

Helvellyn Mrs Martin

Year one Teaching Assistants Miss Taylor
and Mrs Donaughee

Rainbow room

Mrs Humble

Mrs Ross

Teaching Assistants Mrs O’Leary and Miss
Hood

Year two

Skiddaw Miss Hodgson and Mr Campbell
Scafell Pike Mr Robertson and Miss
Mossop

Year two Teaching Assistants Mrs Rodgers,
Mrs McKeating and Miss Thompson

Attendance information

Punctuality Matters

Getting your child to school
really matters. Did you know...

If your chilkd's attendance Your child would have Or they would have
during the school year... lost approximately... missod approximately...

Was 95% 9 Days from School 50 Lessons
Was 90% 19 Days from School 100 Lessons
Was 85% 29 Days from School 150 Lessons
Was 80% 38 Days from School 200 Lessons
Was 75% 48 Days from School 250 Lessons

You should not take your child on hollday during term time. Romombor
Ploaso oncourage punctuality to maintain school attendance. Absence = Lost Opportunity

Absence

It is parents/carers responsibility to report
your child as absent, please contact the
school before 8.45am and leave a message
on the automated service using option 1,
Failure to report absences will result in a
phone call and a text from the school to
explain the absence. If we are not informed
about child’s attendance our first day
contact procedures are followed. This
includes a home visit and after this if we
cannot make contact to find out the reason
for the absence the police will be contacted
as the child will be classed as missing.

Absence due to reported Illness /
Appointments

If you have reported your child absent due
to illness then school will contact you on
the 3 consecutive day of absence with a
welfare call. On the 3 day of illness, we
would be advising parents to seek medical
advice as a prolonged period of illness
would generally require medical attention.
Where the illness continues into a 4™ day
and school have no supporting medical
evidence such as a GP appointment then a
home visit will be carried out to see the
child.

If your child has a medical appointment
then school are required to ask for
evidence of all appointments to authorise
the absence. This could be in the form of a
letter, appointment card or screenshot of
text message etc..
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Whole School Attendance
Week Ending 10/07/2026
School Attendance Matters (SAM)

Class Last Week | This Week Trend

Rainbow Nursery 82.5% 71.1%
Piglet AM 88.5% 90.5%
Piglet PM 96.4% 97.9%

Eeyore 97.4% 98.7%
Tigger 79.7% 84.1%
Roos 88.5% 95.8%
Blencathra 93.7% 95.7%
Great Gable 93.5% 94.8%
Helvellyn 97.2% 95.1%
Catbells 92.4% 94.4%
Red Pike 92.1% 98.0%
Scafell Pike 98.7% 98.0%
Skiddaw 98.7% 99.0%
Rainbow Room 90.7% 85.8%
Whole School 93.40% 94.20%

Our attendance target is 96%

If your child has had 100% attendance this week then they will receive a prize draw ticket
for the end of term draw. The more weeks they have 100% attendance the more chances
they have to win.
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Uniform expectations and ordering

Summer uniform

The summer uniform policy applies for this
term where smart black shorts can be worn,
there will be no summer dresses allowed as
the pupils can wear their skirts and polo
shirt. If in the event that the weather is very
hot, we change the pupils into their PE kits
and will inform nursery parents/carers that
the pupils can wear shorts and t-shirts.

Please place Uniform orders by the
26th June 2026 or before

To enable us to deliver your main school uniform orders
before the last day of the summer term
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Scan to Order

Orders after this date will be delivered
when the school reopens in September,
there is the option of paying for home
delivery.

Identity aims to deliver all home delivery
orders to UK mainland addresses within 14
days between 15™ August to 15M
September please order before if possible.

Health and safety
A reminder that no bikes, scooters or
electric scooters are to be brought onto
school premises. We have had a number of
parents/carers bring these and they are a
hazard. Thank you

Parking

Please do not park at the top of Islay place.
Especially on the double yellow lines. We
have seen a number of cars parked over the

residents drive at the top of Islay place
which blocks access to their property.
Please try and not use Islay Place for
parking for our pupil’s safety.

Vaping

Please do not vape on the school
playground or anywhere on school
property. Thank you.

All pupils must be brought to their entrance
to their class by an adult so that they are
handed over to the staff safely. Pupils must
not be left at the gates or parts of the
playground to walk to the class by
themselves. Pupils can only be collected by
one of the named adult contacts who has
permission to collect. If for some reason
your child will not be collected by a named
contact, please contact the school office so
we can ensure that we are handing your
child to the correct adult at the end of the
day.

No dogs can be brought onto the school
premises other than guide dogs.

Afterschool we request that parents/carers
leave the school after collecting your child
and not play on the equipment. We have a
number of afterschool clubs running and we
need access to the playground and the
gates locked so the pupils can begin their
club. Thank you

coat to be worn. The pupils are
outside for playtimes and outdoor
learning is a key part to our younger pupils.

n A little reminder that we ask for a

Earrings

Earrings that have just been newly pierced
must be covered each day. After 8 weeks
the earrings need to be removed. We have
a number of pupils who are wearing hoops/
fashion earrings and covering these over.
These must be removed. Thank you.




Safeguarding

BRAND NEW

INAME| The Safeguarding Hub has
changed their name to

Cumberland Children Advice & Support
Service

As of 1 September 2025, the Cumberland
Safeguarding Hub changed their name to
Cumberland Children Advice & Support
Service (CCASS).

This change of name is to support the ‘one
front door’ model, so any children requiring
support from the Local Authority, whether
this be extra help via the Family Hubs, or a
safeguarding response, will have their
needs assessed through the screening and
triage services CCASS offer, this will ensure
the right level of service at the right time
for children.

Consultation on the new name has been
undertaken with children from across
Cumberland, through the Participation and
Outreach Team. We are proud to hear their

views and have adopted their preferred
name.

How can a member of the public make a
referral?

If a member of the public is concerned
about a child, they can make a referral to
CCASS. They can do this in a number of
ways:

Call the Cumberland Children
Advice & Support Service on 0333
240 1727 during office hours
(Monday to Thursday, 9am — 5pm,
and Friday, 9am — 4.30pm).
Discuss their concerns with someone
who works with children, young
people and their families, such as a
Health  Visitor, Social Worker,
School Nurse or School Designated
Safeguarding Lead.

Submit a Single Contact Form,
selecting ‘1 am an adult with
concerns about a child’.

o Cumberland Single Contact
Form

If members of the public have a concern
outside of office hours, which will not wait
until the next working day, they should
contact the Children’s Emergency Duty
Team on 0333 240 1727 and provide them
with as much information as possible.



https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontactus.digital.cumberland.gov.uk%2Fw%2Fwebpage%2F1153GBJVN1%3Fcontext_record_id=10341307%26webpage_token=3b1ffb12dc4d5c529d854bfcd74dd64b6cbb26162a0081ad0d123eb7bb09da78/1/0100019937caf1e3-be561035-61c1-40ad-976e-050a15d7cb95-000000/0lxpmbQsdLmCothAs3EfttIsuBZNQnHIx_wOiHfGcLM=422
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SEND

SEND drop in

North Cumbria
Integrated Care
NHS Foundation Trust

Children’s Speech and Language Therapy
Advice Service

| am wondering about a child’s...

Communication
Talking
Understanding
Pronunciation
Stammer

Voice
Swallowing

Ask a Speech and Language Therapist

@ Advice Line open
Monday 1- 4pm n
n‘urSd ay 8:30 - 1 1 :30 Cumbria Children’s Speech
and Language Therapy
Qs 01228 608177 @CumbriaCommunicates

™M CumbriaCommunicates@ncic.nhs.uk

Anyone can contact us to ask questions and get
advice about a child’s communication. We can take
referrals over the advice line if needed.

happierhealthiercommunities




Well-being

Looking for ways to support your own and
your family’s wellbeing?

Please take a moment to explore our school
Wellbeing Information Resource-it signposts
you to useful contacts, and resources that
are available to help!

More information and resources are
available on the school and Cumberland
Council Websites.

https://www.victoriaschool.org.uk/school

Homepage | Cumberland Family Hubs

Wellbeing  support and resources |
Cumberland Council

We offer an open-door policy at Victoria
School. Please do not hesitate to contact us
for further support or guidance.

Schod>

Life has its ups and downs, and sometimes, a
little support can make all the difference.
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Cumberland Neurodiversity and
Emotional Wellbeing Service

Cumberland Council, in partnership with
local NHS services, are pleased to announce
the launch of a new Neurodiversity and
Emotional Wellbeing Service. The service is
being piloted for an initial 12 months in the
Cumberland area from November 2025,
and has been developed with the support
of SENDAC, the statutory parent/ carer
forum for Cumbria.

The service will focus on early intervention
and prevention, offering support at soon as
needs are noticed. It will provide support,
advice and guidance to families with
children who have needs related to
neurodivergence or emotional wellbeing.
This includes children from 0-19, or young
people up to aged 25 who have a
diagnosed special educational need or
disability. The Service team is made up of
two Social Prescribers, five Support
Workers, a Health & Wellbeing Coach,
three Emotional Resilience Nurses, a Clinical
Psychologist, and an Assistant Psychologist
who can provide clinical support and
guidance when needed.

The service has:

A Neurodiversity and Emotional Wellbeing
section on the Cumberland Family Hubs
website which has information, advice, and
strategies to support families if they feel
they need it.

A single point of contact for parents, carers,
young people, and professionals to contact
the service to receive further advice and
support.

A new strength and needs assessment that
can be completed with families to
understand each child or young person and
plan the right support.

You can find out more on the service
webpages, hosted on the Cumberland
Family Hubs website:
https://cumberlandfamilyhubs.org.uk/neu
rodiversity-and...

Or email the team at
NDandEW@cumberland.gov.uk



https://www.victoriaschool.org.uk/school
https://cumberlandfamilyhubs.org.uk/homepage
https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/hr-policies-and-procedures/wellbeing-and-absence/wellbeing-support-and-resources
https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/hr-policies-and-procedures/wellbeing-and-absence/wellbeing-support-and-resources
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcumberlandfamilyhubs.org.uk%2Fneurodiversity-and-emotional-wellbeing%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwdk00SXZrQVVvRk4xZzdjSHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5Z6RFo8m3xNZJKqxOBTv-UgSKDHAizY2Nq27yqeweAtzwDmywQnQHeZBqw9g_aem_lvSRaIJIG4ymzxcfi6BK_g&h=AT2zXHHg-ECl1rI7LeSdekovUK7-hyfPdYrP9NHtdKZZeWfN66nXwob4jZGiGGFs1o3PhdpUf7cjNVmJTZeB-yAc6kxT0KJaz0X1cjFalOZsSuXvOA-HMlXOZHg0_rZLHnD3AtmomNcJqZY7&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT27M_dIlx51_LxRdeFTmfz_gQNwvKZP94-ZtCIc4ZZpg_6kdc4RNDp6caAtdtGUDCZNKqxAtOnfFOhiPMNVNqDBpnebC5R8QFeJRi7vu8KdFj9mJJj6ilqcPV8qn9Fp6DQXQO6t15N_0kGyjvce2tQOauBJnQ5BLRh9gKlwE3Yp1JPhUHUm49oHAT0XQO74W27FEjwmP4AErxeCWuY-AwGMiQ8OX4nQANJ5
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcumberlandfamilyhubs.org.uk%2Fneurodiversity-and-emotional-wellbeing%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwdk00SXZrQVVvRk4xZzdjSHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5Z6RFo8m3xNZJKqxOBTv-UgSKDHAizY2Nq27yqeweAtzwDmywQnQHeZBqw9g_aem_lvSRaIJIG4ymzxcfi6BK_g&h=AT2zXHHg-ECl1rI7LeSdekovUK7-hyfPdYrP9NHtdKZZeWfN66nXwob4jZGiGGFs1o3PhdpUf7cjNVmJTZeB-yAc6kxT0KJaz0X1cjFalOZsSuXvOA-HMlXOZHg0_rZLHnD3AtmomNcJqZY7&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT27M_dIlx51_LxRdeFTmfz_gQNwvKZP94-ZtCIc4ZZpg_6kdc4RNDp6caAtdtGUDCZNKqxAtOnfFOhiPMNVNqDBpnebC5R8QFeJRi7vu8KdFj9mJJj6ilqcPV8qn9Fp6DQXQO6t15N_0kGyjvce2tQOauBJnQ5BLRh9gKlwE3Yp1JPhUHUm49oHAT0XQO74W27FEjwmP4AErxeCWuY-AwGMiQ8OX4nQANJ5
mailto:NDandEW@cumberland.gov.uk

School-Postcards Q

As part of our Great Teaching Toolkit
journey, we have introduced our own
personalised school postcards!

These postcards are a very special reward
given to a child in each class weekly to
celebrate achievements! .
B

Keep an eye on the post to see if there
will be a special delivery arriving at your
front door L

‘,\J
We would love to see your child’s
response to these postcards, so please
share your photos so we can see! 0

Miss Watson & Mr Starr f‘\
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Pupil Achievements

We would also like to hear about and share
on our newsletter any pupil who is proud
of something they have achieved outside of
school. We will put this into our newsletter
each week. Please send the details to the
admin.

Little reminder if you need to contact the
Headteacher please ring the office for an
appointment or send an email and Mrs
Hepburn-Fish will be happy to help.




Lunch Time Menu
Our Lunch time menu is on a two-week
rolling rota. Each week we will put a copy
of the following weeks menu on the bottom
of the newsletter. Please note this can be
subject to change depending on supplier’s
availability.

Corrots,
Garden Peas
Yorkshire Pudding,
Grawy

Lettuce, Cherry
Tomatoes, Eoiled Egg,
Cucumnber, Peppers,
Beretroot, Coleslaw,
Carrct Batons, Pasta
Salad, Bed Onion,
Grated Cheese, Fresh
bread

Lettuce, Cherry
Tomatees, Boiled Egg,
Cucumnber, Peppers,
Beetroot, Coleslow,
Carroct Batons, Pasta
Salad, Red Onion,
bread

Lettuce, Cherry
Tomatoes, Eoiled Egg,
Cucumnber, Peppers,
Beetroot, Coleslow,
Carrot Batons, Pasta
Salad, Red Onion,
Grated Cheese, Fresh
bread

Lettuce, Cherry
Tomatoes, Eoiled Egg,
Cucurmnber, Peppers,
Beetroot, Coleslow,
Carrot Batons, Pasta
Salad, Red Onion,
Grated Cheese, Fresh
bread

lced sponge
Or
Carrot cake

Shortbread
Or

Chocolate crundh,
Serwed with Custard

Fice pudding,
Peaches

Or
Chocolate chip cookie

Ginger bread
ar
Crispy coke,
Served with Custard

Daily Options

Fresh Fruit,
Yoghuwrt

Frash Fruit,
Yoghuwrt

Fresh Fruit,
Yoghuwrt

Fresh Fruit,

*ltems are subject to change.

*Dietary options are available each day.




Baby Rainbows

Baby Rainbows runs every Thursday at
1:30pm — 3:00pm for under Two-year olds.
Come and join us for a cake and a cuppa
with other parents/carers

A~

Summer Reading Challenge St. Michael’s Church open day

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH; WORKINGTON

4 SUNHER READING J= OPEN DA Y
Sehod @HNL[LEGE Schod S -

SATURDAY 18™ JULY 2026

Victoria Infant School Reading Challenge ! h
Come and visit 10AM-3PM Tea, Coffee

the ringing and biscuits
room, belfry ! ! from 10am-12
and bells } " }. noon

Do you want the chance to gain 10 dojo points on your
return to school?

All you have to do is three simple things!

1) Read a story or have a story read to you in an unusual Nt i % !
! pla%ef J Take alook at #& f i Si'?@!‘\'be_mes
} >, v

2) Upload a photo of you and your favourite book! Victoria Infant A A : aﬁd '
3) Visit your local library. School art g N Cream/Seones

Please upload your photos to your new class dojo by Friday bt il ) 12noon - 3pm
10™ September! Children’s - :
treasure hunt

Free Admission
Please come along and enjoy our

beautiful church
: oy =




sUMMER

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

LOCATIONS:

Carlisle (Football & Gym and Dance)
Wigton (Football only)
Whitehaven (Football only)
Penrith (Football only)
Cockermouth (Football only)
Keswick (Football only)
Maryport (Football only)

21 July - 28 August

Limited free HAF Places here:

For further information
Email: Sam.Tickner@carlisleunitedcst.co.uk or Phone: 01228 554169

sUMMER

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

LOCATIONS:

Carlisle (Football & Gym and Dance)
Wigton (Football only)
Whitehaven (Football only)
Penrith (Football only)
Cockermouth (Football only)
Keswick (Football only)
Maryport (Football only)

21 July - 28 August

Book now via Abler:

For further information
Email: Sam Tickner@carlisleunitedcst.co.uk or Phone: 01228 554169

“Inspiring People To Participate, Develop and Achieve Their Goals Through The Power of Sport."




Victoria School
Nursery, Infant and Junior Term Dates 2025/2026

Autumn Term 2025
Starts: Wednesday 3™ September 2025
Half Term: Monday 27™ - Friday 31 October 2025

Ends: Friday 19™ December 2025

Spring Term 2026
Starts: Tuesday 6™ January 2026
Half Term: Monday 16™ - Friday 20™ February 2026

Ends: Friday 27™ March 2026

Summer Term 2026

Starts: Monday 13™ April 2026

Half Term: Friday 22™ May - Friday 29" May 2026
Ends: Friday 17™ July 2026

Good Friday: 3™ April

Easter Sunday: 5™ April

Easter Monday: 6™ April

May bank holiday: Monday 4™ May 2026

INSET DAYS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-2026

INSET are determined locally
Please note these may differ from Cumbria County Council term dates




Victoria School
Nursery, Infant and Junior Term Dates 2026/2027

Autumn Term 2026
Starts: Wednesday 2™ September 2026
Half Term: Monday 26™ - Friday 30th October 2026

Ends: Friday 18" December 2026

spring Term 2027
Starts: Tuesday 5™ January 2027
Half Term: Monday 15* - Friday 19* February 2027

Ends: Thursday 25th March 2027

summer Term 2027

Starts: Monday 12 April 2027

Half Term: Friday 28% May - Friday 4 June 2027
Ends: Friday 16™ July 2027

Good Friday: 26" March

Easter Sunday: 28" March

Easter Monday: 29" March

May bank holiday: Monday 3™ May 2027

INSET DAYS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-2027

INSET are determined locally
FPlease note these may differ from Cumberland Council term dates




Victoria School
Nursery, Infant and Junior Term Dates 2027/2028

Autumn Term 2027
Starts: Monday 6™ September 2027
Half Term: Monday 25" - Friday 29th October 2027

Ends: Friday 17'" December 2027

Spring Term 2028
Starts: Tuesday 4™ January 2028
Half Term: Monday 14" - Friday 18" February 2028

Ends: Friday 31 March 2028

Summer Term 2028

Starts: Monday 18™ April 2028

Half Term: Friday 26™ May - Friday 2™ June 2028
Ends: Thursday 20th July 2028

Good Friday: 14™ April

Easter Sunday: 16™ April

Easter Monday: 17™ April

May bank holiday: Monday 1% May 2028

INSET DAYS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2027-2028

INSET are determined locally
Please note these may differ from Cumberland Council term dates




Victoria School
Nursery, Infant and Junior Term Dates 2028/2029

Autumn Term 2028
Starts: Wednesday 6™ September 2028
Half Term: Monday 30™ - Friday 3™ Nov 2028

Ends: Wednesday 20'™ December 2028

Spring Term 2029
Starts: Wednesday 3™ January 2029
Half Term: Monday 19" - Friday 23™ February 2029

Ends: Thursday 29" March 2029

Summer Term 2029

Starts: Tuesday 17 April 2029

Half Term: Friday 27™ May - Friday 1% June 2029
Ends: Friday 20™ July 2029

Good Friday: 30™ March

Easter Sunday: 1% April

Easter Monday: 2™ April

May bank holiday: Monday 7% May 2029

INSET DAYS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2028-2029

INSET are determined locally
Please note these may differ from Cumberiand Council term dates




Dairy Dates

Summer term 2026 Victoria School, Infants and Nursery

*

Monday 13" July
Tuesday 14" July PE/kindness assembly.
Wednesday 15" July School reports going home.
Thursday 16" July SAM attendance assembly.
Friday 17" July School breaks up at 12:30pm for
the summer holidays.

There will be no afternoon
nursery.




Civic Centre
~ ~ Rickergate
A N Carlisle
i T Cumbria CA3 2QG

Cumberland cumberland.gov.uk
Council

Dear Parent or Carer,

We are writing to inform you that the Govermment are making national changes to how free
school meals are provided from September 2026, and this may affect your child's
entittement.

What is Changing?

From September 2026, all children whose families receive Universal Credit will be entitled
to free school meals. However, the system will now have two categories depending on
household income.

Types of Free School Meals

Targeted Free School Meals: For families receiving Universal Credit with yearly
household eamings of £7 400 or less.

Children in this group will continue fo receive additional support such as:

- Access to Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) program

- Extended school transport support (where applicable)

Expanded Free School Meals: For families receiving Universal Credit with eamings
above £7.400.

Children in this group will still receive a free school meal each day. If your child currently
accesses the extended right to school transport this will continue for the academic year
2026/27.

Changes to Existing Entitlement

Since April 2018, transitional protection has meant that children kept their free school
meals even if family circumstances changed. This protection will finish at the end of the
2025-2026 school year.

From September 2026, all pupils will be reassessed and must meet the new eligibility
criteria to continue receiving free school meals.

What This Means for Your Child

If your child currently receives a free school meal they will be reassessed before
September. Your child will then fall into one of the following groups:

- Continue to receive free school meals and additional support (Targeted FSM)

- Continue to receive free school meals only (Expanded FSM)

- No longer be eligible for free school meals

If your child is no longer eligible, you will need to pay for school meals from September
2026.

Universal infant free school meals (UiFsm) provides funding for all govemment-funded
schools to offer free school meals to pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2.




If you believe that your child will become eligible from September 2026 you will be able to
apply online or via the school office prior to September. The Govemment has provided the
Council with new checking system that is not fully operation at the moment so we cannot
take applications for the new criteria just yet. When we can accept new applications, we
will update our website and let your school know.

What Happens Next?

The Council will begin reassessing all pupils who receive free school meals as soon as we
can. At first, we will identify those who meet the Targeted FSM criteria.

Once the new system is fully in place, we will write to you again to confirm your child's
updated eligibility status.

If you are making a new application for the expanded free school meal criteria we will let
you and your child's school know the outcome. Please provide a valid email address on
your application.

If you feel you meet the targeted free school meals criteria now you can continue to apply
via https/fwww cumberiand.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals-clothing-
vouchers-and-activities/free-school-meals-and-clothing-vouchers

Further Information and Support

If you have general free school meals enquiries please contact
fsm. clothinggrants@cumberiand.qov. uk

If you would like further information on available cost of living support please visit; Cost of
living support | Cumberand Council




