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AsmendepNnngand;prepore
8or\’dw5ummfa~-|_er\rm I would like to

made this term o successful one.
sdwobmsomamé/wa)g/& Our childrery
The end; of term test ares showing, the
hard, work, and, willingness to- improse iy
Thank yow to all, parents as your
support inv encouraging your child, to-

reads ab home and, increase their
timetables knowledge i inmaluable.
Harme ar good, rest and, enjoy, your Easter
break and, hope we reburn to- o Summer
outdoors.

We break up for the Easter Holidays
TODAY abt lpmy and, return to- school, for
U\@Summmeon;Mondag,Bu”Aan
We hope yow all hame o fantastic breaks

Road, Sakeliy

It has beer broughts to- our atttention that
arriming ab school, irv the: mornings and,
Please speak to- your child to- ensure
pleaser be mindfol o wheresyou park
We have beeny made aware of cars




school. We understand, it canv be busy,

b please park inllly Thank you for

Batteries

c Recycle here

Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every day_

Wellbeing Guide

As emams approachs many young people
understanding and, increased, stress
Pw&mFmadlmer\ecalLandJspooed

V\/Lthe/xpex\tm&g}\b i encourages a
pupils.
Guide at the end, of the newsletter

PupiL Achiemements

Weu)ouldzhketosoy/ojhugewdbdone
boElena;whooompfi'f,dJUow%t@ 2026!
He»and‘hmloveigdogswomlzmsbm
Besto&Br\eed/ond;Be/sbPupng. What arv
axpa\imcd

Team Bassenthwaite

Final week of the spring term, and, the

last, week of the second, termy i year 3!
Where has the time gone?

Team Bassenthwaite hare hads as losely
fral week: We hare completed and,




and, took part irv lots of easter themed,
We have had, lots of beautiful entries for
enjoyech our choss eggy durmps Tylen wos
our winnen!

This week we have also- used our DT
skills to- create o 3D easter cards We
folds for our 3D eggs, grass and, bunnies
As mathematicians we have taker part
irv the: Mathletics maths day and, enjoyed,
competing against other pupils. We have
emveny numbers. V\/e;ha»er\ecogm;sed
times tables.

A very busy final week for Team

B ite.

Enjoy your easter breaks and, we wills see
yow back v school ony Monday the |3th
Apr

g

Easter activity
winners

BaséZnthwaite

Team Buttermere

This week marks our final week before
the Easter half termy and & has beerv o
busy and enjoyable: one for everyone.
The class has taker part iy o range of;
dump; egg and spoorv race, and our
enthusiasmu As part of the celebrations,

their Star Reading and Matha tests and,
harme worked hard to- improve their ZPD
scores; which s fantastic to- see. We
hare also come to the end, of our
science topic, Animals Including
Humans, and, finished, our RE learning
focused onv Holy Week. Well, done to
yow all o restful, and, happy Easter break.

Team Crummock
We)vehad;a;busy[astweek/o{%ﬂf\e
Spring term inv Tearn Crummock,




Also, as mathletes, we have beer adding
to- work out the: answenrs.  On Thursday,
we took part inv the: Mathletics lise
fromy alls oarer the country. As historians,
that the: Romans would, cook and, eats
their food and, compared, i to- howr we do-
today. We also discorered, that there
was @ lob of foods that they introduced
to us that we still eab nouwr. Onv
creating o card.
Fr\omwer\gonewTeamCmmmockj,we
hope yow have o fantastic Easter

Team Derwentwater

It has beer another busy and, exciting
weeks irv Derwentusater, withs pupils
showing greals effort and, enthusiasm
Inv Literacy, pupils completed, an
assessment; based, on writing o non-

chronological report. They worked, hard,
to- organise their ideas clearly, use

information v o struchured, way,.

In Maths, pupils have been working on
reasoning.

Inv Computing, pupils hare continued,
howr instructions car be used to- make
Ime,mhmbwwlmmung,abmm
&ow&ngzmﬂw-rudor\ond/\/ldbr\im
and, labelled these orv as historical

In French, pupils hame beer leaming
vocabulary linked to the body. They,
them v simple, spokeny actirvities.

This week, pupils took part iy our Easter
Service. Thf,gme{glf,df,d/ﬂ'\oug}\i&ullgon;
the meaning of Easter and, joined, irv
together

skills.




In Aty pupils hare been exploning tones
their artwork.

Team Coniston

A fantastic firal week, Team Conistonl
This week, we hamve been focusing orv
wniting: a non-chronologicals report, about
habitats. Everyone has worked incredibly,
In Maths, we excplored, the relationship
between the 3 and, 6 times tables. The
childrens worked, hard, to- sort, numbers
into- groups ofy multiples.

The rest of Team Conistor took part iry
In Science, we finished our topic, Living
Things and, Their Habitats. We explored,
ways to- improve biodiversity, withir a
bug hotels to-provide safe spaces for
insects.

In French, we continued, leaming, the
sentences aboub themselves and others.
We also explored, Easter-themed,

vocobulary,and,used/t}wmmo{%
French colours to colour easter bunnies.

In Aty we excplored; stills life paintings.
The childrer enjoyed excperimenting with
Duning PSHE, we continued discussing
how to stay safe v our local area,
Well, done, Conistory for taking part irnv
the Easter Churchs service this week.
Everyone worked, incredibly hard to-
learry their lines' and, songs. Team
Conistorv dids arv exccellent job.

Team Coniston have thoroughly enjoyed,
our Easter celebrationsl We had, as
fontastic tme participaling i the egg
Arv excellent; way to- end the termu well,
done, Conistord

Team L oweswater

Team Loweswater hame had o great end,
to the termu Iny literacy we have
completed our writing assessments. Iny
lising things and, their habitats. We




the biodinversity of the school field: Iry
crimes and punishment inv medieasal
Britairy and, about: vagrancy v the Tudor
mImFm&vwhmebva&amﬂng/
about different; parts of; the body. In RE
this week we hame continued: our work
ompdgx\mage We learned, abouts the
plgrimages of Shia muslims and, Jews.
We also- attended church, onv Monday,
year 4 classes, we led the Easter
service. On Wednesday we took part iny
various Easter competitions. There were

somegx\eoi/enh\@s] Wehopeymall/

Team Ullswater

Whab o weekl We hanme beerv finishing
off our Spring Assessments cheering at
our new ZPD scores and all the new
books we can read. We hame also beerv
Monday/

We have had, some fantastic bonnet
some winnerst As well, as showing off
our estimation skills by haming the
winner of Guess the eggs in the jar inv
Team Ullswater!

As Mathematicians, we harve finalised,
of change. Its been very tricky and,
see the real-world, value of i too. After
the Easter break, we wills bes remisiting,

As (very keen) Historians, we have
frnally learned how the: Slave Trade
ended, a question that has been asked,
o the very beginning o this Lesson,
and, I am sure we will be referving to- i
@ Lot irv our nesd term, particularly ory
our residential to- York and during our
Fairtrade Unit.

As Writers, we hamve perfected, our final
drofy of our poetry ror tis half ter
The imagination, structure and, witing
and I am sure it s linked, to- the
fantastic readers we have in our class.
Team Ullswater are become monre
confdent withusing diferent bypes of




should always be practised, inv emery
plece of writing.
Ihop@g,owothaMea/wond@r\&uLEasba\

This week v Maths, we hame continued
rwolving remainders. We have also-
beer learning hour to- divide 3-digit

In Englishs we have been preparing for
which is a letter of complaink based or
Goldilocks and, the Three Bears. Pupils
wrote v role as Mummuy and, Daddy
Bear, composing o complaint to-
Goldilocks' parents. They, thern edited,
their work and took part irv peer
assessment; withy a partner.

In A, we created self-portraits using o

On Monday, we enjoyed watching the
Year 4 Easter performance at church
On Wednesday, we took part i @ range
of furv Easter activities, including the egg
dump; guess how many egge are v the
Easter cards.
WelLdon@Teamesmm,ergogﬂd\e
Easter breakl

Team Ennerdale

Where has the term gone? I cant
Easter This has been assessment time inv
wayy the pupils hame handled it On
Monday, Ennerdale were irv fine woice for
our annual Easter performance at St
Michael’'s Church. On Wednesday we
had, ar excciting Egg Dump, competition
i class - well done to- Katie H, who was
the omerall winner. The childrens also-
enjoyeds as great PE session withy Kane,
&oum\gmmuwgmmo%|v| ands 2u2,
withy some awesome racket, skills orv
show - @ brilliant end to- as termy of
tennisl On Thursday we had o great




time taking part in our Egg & Spoorv
race irv the halls Wells done to- Hayden,
our Reading Heroes competition winner,
and, to- Haydeny our Class' Dojo- Draus
winner - fantastic achiesements all
round. Enjoy the Easter holidays

Its beery o busy final week for Team
Thirmere.

In English, we have been writing our
ownv playscripts based on'A Midsummer
Nights Dream. Team Thirlmere, hare
weny cnpogech doing this peces of work
wsingy all the diferent fectures.of o scrpt
irv their writing.

As mathematicians, we hame continueds
Irv Science, we learned, about howr we
about light refecting;off obects which
allows us to see themu

We enjoyed, the, Easter Service on

medag/a%fem.oom v'tsii‘ing;Chupdwl&
always a lovely, experience.

On Wednesday, we enjoyed foothall
withy Stuart, the Egg Dump and guessing,
On Thursday, we enjoyeds Dance with
Miss Morton and doing some art.
Ihope@v@r\g,oneergog&a’u@irdmved;

termu ab Victoriar Junionrsl

Team Windermere

We have had, o very successful last
weeks of termu. Everyone s ready for o
well-deserved, break.

On Monday we went to- churchs for the
Emmwwmm&m
ands Year & d}.d;omomalzmg/(}ob,r\eadmg/
oub the story, of; Easter. Other Easter
activities included the annual egg, dump,
competition. We were delighted, that
Jessicas wory from Windermere.

In English we have continued, withy our
iPads to- write their own scene, b was
important that pupils used: @ word,




changed, to bold, or italics - whichs tsnt
always easy when writing on paper. We,
also- completed a SPAG paper to see

In Maths we hamve been continuing our
area of squares and triangles. We hare
about maths this week, wanting to know
Imsmmhauebwvl@w‘nmgaboub
energy tranels.

I hope that emeryone enjoys the Easter
holidaye - fingers crossed for some, good




Please note:
Diary dates are subject to
change - please check
back weekly for updates

Do you have concerns ,
about a child in Cumberland? @

If you are worried that a child is at risk of immediate
harm please contact:

Cumberland Safeguarding Hub on
0333 240 1727

Email: safeguarding.hub@cumberland.gov.uk
(PLEASE PASSWORD PROTECT THE EMAIL AND SEND THE PASSWORD
IN A FURTHER EMAIL)

Out of working hours - contact the
Emergency Duty Team on 0300 373 2724

To speak to a Local Authority Designated Officer
(LADO) for advice call

0300 303 3892

or email lado@cumbria.gov.uk

To speak to the Cumberiand Early Help Team call

0300 303 3896

Or email early.help@cumberland.gov.uk

S A Latgarng st e lateny Comairts (14
et 1003

Easter Holidays
Mondwa/ 30" March - Fr\odwa, |o% April

April

13% - Return to school,

|4% - Swimming gala,

5% - PCSO assembly

27% - 20 - Y4 Winmarleighs Hall trip
27" - 29" ~ Phunky Foods Y&

May

A Bank holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
St - 6™ - Y3 Winmanleigh residential
™~ 146%™ - Y6 SATs Week

™ - Y4 trip to Vindolanda

13% ~ 15" - Y5 York Residential

I8" - 21% - Year 6 London Residential
18" - Y& Phunky, Foods

9% - Y5 Phunky Foods Parent, workshop
19" - PCSO to meeb Year 5 pupils

21% - Break up for half termy 3:20pm

Hol% Term
Friday 20 - Friday 2q* May

1 June - Reburn to- school

2" - Phunky FoodsY6

16™ - Phunky Foods Y5

| 7% - Tempest Photography - class photos
23 - Phunky Foods Y6




Victoria School
Nursery, Infant and Junior Term Dates 2025/2026

Autumn Term 2025
Starts: Wednesday 3™ September 2025
Half Term: Monday 27 - Friday 31 October 2025

Ends: Friday 19" December 2025

Spring Term 2026
Starts: Tuesday 6™ January 2026
Half Term: Monday 16™ - Friday 20™ February 2026

Ends: Friday 27" March 2026

summer Term 2026

Starts: Monday 13™ April 2026

Half Term: Friday 22" May - Friday 29" May 2026
Ends: Friday 17" July 2026

Good Friday: 3™ April

Faster Sunday: 5™ April

Easter Monday: 6" April

May bank holiday: Monday 4" May 2026

INSET DAYS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-2026

INSET are determined locally
Please note these may differ from Cumbria County Council term dates




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

ANDISTUDY/SKILISII e

As exam season ramps up, revision often becomes louder, busier, and less effective. Many pupils still rely on comfort strategies
like re-reading and highlighting. These can feel productive but rarely build long-term memory. This guide will help you create a
low-effort, high-impact revision system that teaches pupils how to revise, rather than merely emphasising its importance.

y DIAGNOSE BEFORE
DOING

Before adding more sessions, identify why a pupil is
underperforming: knowledge gaps, weak routines,
poor choices, or low effort driven by a lack of
confidence. Treating every issue as ‘needs more
revision’ creates noise. Use a quick check: what do
they know, what do they misunderstand, what can’t
they retrieve under pressure, and what do they
avoid? Then match revision to the actual problem.

i =

» TEACH REVISION \—1,"’74

EXPLICITLY

Most pupils haven’t been taught how to revise well,
so they pick what feels easiest. Build short revision
mini-lessons into curriculum time; demonstrate
retrieval, spacing, and how to self-check. Model it
live, do it together, then gradually hand over
responsibility. The goal is independence, not
dependency. When pupils understand why strategies
work, they’re more likely to use them when it matters.

_\ AN

PRIORITISE RETRIEVAL
PRACTICE

Make recall the default. Use methods such as
low-stakes quizzes, flashcards, free recall, blurting,
and ‘answer then check’. Effective testing helps to
measure and strengthen learning. Keep it specific
and frequent — small chunks, lots of repetition, and
immediate feedback. For parents, the best question
isn’t ‘Have you revised?’ but ‘What can you
remember today, without notes?’

T
4 SPACE IT OUT

Cramming can boost short-term performance, but
it's weaker for long-term retention. Help pupils
spread practice across days and weeks, revisiting
content after memory has faded. That ‘slight
struggle’ is the point. Use a simple rhythm: new
learning, next-day retrieval, a three-day revisit, a
weekly revisit, and mixed practice before the exam.
This turns revision into a routine, not a panic.

— o S S o

5 MIX, DON'T BLOCK %%

Practising one topic for a long stretch — known as
‘blocked practice’ - can feel easy, but it can hide
fragile learning. Mixing topics, question types, or
methods strengthens long-term learning and helps
pupils apply knowledge later. For educators, design
homework and revision packs so topics reappear in a
planned cycle. For parents, encourage sessions that
mix two topics rather than focusing on just one.

L 1
Meet Our Expert

3

¢ USE DESIRABLE (f
DIFFICULTY

Revision should feel effortful, not effortless. Durable
learning comes from challenging revision
techniques: attempting answers before looking,
explaining ideas aloud, writing from memory, or
tackling unfamiliar question formats. The key is
‘hard, but doable’. If a pupil always gets everything
right, it’s too easy. If they always fail, it's too hard.
Aim for productive struggle with quick feedback
loops.

; CENTRALISE
MATERIALS SIMPLY

Revision fails when pupils waste energy finding
resources, navigating platforms, or guessing what
matters. Reduce cognitive overload by centralising
what they need: a single hub per subject, a clear list
of priority knowledge, and a small set of standard
task types such as quizzes, flash cards, exam
questions, or corrections. Less admin clutter means
more working memory for learning.

PLAN, MONITOR,
EVALUATE

Strong revision is self-regulated. Pupils

plan what they’ll do, monitor if it’s working,

and evaluate what to change next time. Use a weekly
revision review routine that asks: ‘What did I try?’
‘What improved?’ ‘What didn't?” ‘What’s my next
micro-goal?’ Post-mock action plans are powerful
here because they force honesty about time spent,
strategy used, and impact achieved.

WRAP MOCKS
PROPERLY

Mocks only help if pupils learn from them. Use an
exam wrapper approach: before the mock, set
strategy goals; afterwards, analyse errors such as
knowledge gaps, misread questions, weak methods,
and timing issues, then create a targeted reteach
and retest plan. Parents can support by asking,
‘What type of mistake was it, and what’s your fix?"
rather than ‘What grade did you get?’ o

L
10 MAKE TIME VISIBLE <

Revision becomes real when time is protected

and predictable. Help pupils build a timetable that’s
short, repeatable, and realistic: 30-40 minute blocks,
clear start and stop times, and specific tasks, not
‘revise science’. Avoid perfectionist plans that look
pretty and collapse by Tuesday. Consistency beats
intensity. Build momentum with small wins, then
build from there.

8

9

The

Amjad Aliis the creator of Try This Teaching and the CPD and Inclusion Lead for the > .
Chiltern Learning Trust. With over 19 years’ experience in education, including leadership ) Natlonql
roles in diverse and high-need schools, he specialises in inclusive, evidence-informed CO"e eG
practice. His work focuses on practical, low-effort, high-impact strategies that help 9
students learn more and retain knowledge over time.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 25.03.2026




