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Whole School News Letter January 2026 

Welcome back to the beginning of the new year and a new term at Elmsett School. The 

staff would like to say a big thank you for all the wonderful Christmas presents they 

received. This was very kind of you all. 

 

This week has been a lot of fun with the snow and an exciting start back at school.  

Should bad weather occur and we feel it is unsafe to come to school, we will post information on 

our website and also attempt to call each family to advise them of any closures. Our aim is to 

keep the school open and closures will only be a last resort.  Should a closure occur we will also 

attempt to provide work either online or via physical copies. The physical copies will be placed in 

a plastic, covered box outside the school gates, should anyone be able to get to the school 

grounds. Otherwise we will use Class Dojo to send work to pupils.  

 

Thank you to those parents and carers who responded to our recent parent survey. In analysing 

the results, the governors and I felt that too few responses were returned to enable effective data 

analysis. We would like to give parents and carers the opportunity of more time to access and 

return their views. If you have already responded, then there is no need to respond again. 

Otherwise please complete the online survey via this link https://forms.office.com/e/aNkLAyEJRv 

by Mon 19th January 2026.  In undertaking surveys such as this, we aim to access parent and carer 

views to enable us to better understand your experiences and this is important for us in school 

organisation, development and improvement. We also survey the pupils at regular intervals to 

ensure all stakeholder views are accessed and taken into account. Our most recent pupil survey 

was about safeguarding and I am happy to report that 100% of pupils feel safe at school. 

 

The Children’s Commissioner has sent the following information regarding children’s digital lives, 

which parents and carers may find useful: 

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-

guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/ 

 

From Miss Hilton 
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From our ELSA  

Happy New Year, this time of year can be 

quite overwhelming for children coming back 

to school and it can be a major worry for many 

as they have enjoyed being home with their 

families.  As an ELSA I am here to support and 

listen to any problems or worries, however big or small 

you think they are.  We have a lovely informative board 

displayed in school with lots of information for your 

children to look at and read, covering subjects like how 

important sleep is, calming strategies and how we can 

put a word to the emotions we are feeling and that is 

totally fine to have these emotions. 

 

I also continue to offer all children a Check-in Session on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  If a 

child feels they would like to speak to me, this can be done on an individual or group basis.  They 

complete a worry form and place it in the spotty box located in the library, I will then collect them 

from their classes for an informal chat. 

 

If you have a concern or worry regarding your child, please speak to your class teacher who can 

pass the information on to myself. 

 

From Mrs Bird (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA)) 

 

 

 

The school council requested seasonal cooking with Mrs Seeley and this 

resulted in some amazing reindeer cakes during the Christmas period. They 

have also asked for a board games and drawing club which will take 

place on Monday lunchtimes. The school council are intent on improving 

things for pupils at Elmsett School. 

 

From Miss Hilton 

 

 

St Peter’s and the Methodist Church 

 

Messy Church dates are Friday 16th January, February 13th and March 13th 3:30pm in the Methodist 

Church. Messy Church is led by a team from both St Peter’s and the Methodist Church. It is a fun 

way for families to gather together over some snacks, listen to a short-story and get "messy & 

creative." It's fun, friendly and free! (Donations are gratefully accepted towards expenses). 

 

The Open the Book team made up of people from both St Peter’s and the Methodist Church, will 

continue to bring Bible stories into the school for Collective Worship. The stories are acted out with 

the help of the children, who really enjoy dressing up and joining in with the stories.  

 
From Rev. Geoffrey and the Methodist Church 

 



 

 

Eco Council  

Happy New Year!  

 

Last term the Eco Council shared information they had discovered about water 

usage through a whole school assembly. The PowerPoint included facts on water 

usage within our school and ways in which we can help save water. A poster 

competition was launched - to display one way of saving water at home, in the 

community or at school - with the closing date being Monday 12th January 2026. 

 

This term we will look at our new school Climate Action Plan and share more ideas on ways we 

can help. 

   

From Mrs. Clement, Mrs. Hills and all the Eco-warriors in Elmsett School. 

 

 

 From The Nest 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Please remember our SEN Coffee morning which is happening at Elmsett School on 

Thurs 22nd January 26 from 9.15 to 11am. There will be a short presentation from Dr. 

Annie Clements (CEO of the charity ‘Autism and ADHD’). The intention of the meeting is to begin 

to build a network and connections with other parents experiencing similar issues and to share 

expertise. 

 

Mrs Shaw is in school on Thursdays each week. 

 

From Mrs Shaw 

 

 

From Robins Class 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the Spring Term! We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable Christmas 

break. It was certainly a very busy run-up to the holidays, and the children definitely deserved 

some time to rest and recharge. They have returned full of excitement and enthusiasm for their 

new learning, which has been wonderful to see. 

Last term was packed with memorable moments. One of the highlights was our newfound love of 

dragons, inspired by our English text Tell Me a Dragon. This linked beautifully with our Design and 

Technology topic on moving monsters, where the children designed and created their own 

moving dragons. They also enjoyed drawing dragons and writing descriptive pieces about them. 



 

 

 

PE, Christingle, Christmas Dinner and the Nativity 

Our Nativity performance was truly wonderful, and the children performed with such confidence 

and pride – they made us all incredibly proud. The Christmas Café was a perfect way to end the 

term, giving us a chance to chat, craft and celebrate together. 

This term, we will be combining our Geography and History learning through the topics Let’s 

Explore Our Capital City and The Great Fire of London, which took place 360 years ago this 

year. 

In Science, we will be learning about materials and continuing to enjoy the many benefits of our 

weekly Forest School sessions. These sessions allow the children to observe seasonal changes in the 

woodland, identify birds and flowers using charts, taking part in the  RSPB Big Schools Bird Watch 

and carrying out planting activities in the allotment. 

In English, we will be reading a range of texts set during and about the Great Fire of London. 

These will support the children in writing diary entries and non-chronological reports. 

Our Maths learning will vary across the year groups: 

• Reception will be finding, subitising and representing numbers 0–8, as well as exploring one 

more and one less. 

• Year 1 will continue developing their understanding of addition, subtraction and place 

value. 

• Year 2 will build on addition and subtraction before moving on to multiplication and 

division. 

All Robins will also be learning about money, identifying coins and notes, making small amounts 

and counting money. Any real-life experiences with money at home, such as playing with coins, 

would be very valuable, as we use cash less often now. 

Please find attached the vocabulary and topic sheets for this half term. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We are really looking forward to another 

exciting and successful term together. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Ross, Mrs Hills, Mrs Clement and Miss Field 

 



 

 

From Kingfishers Class 

Happy New Year! 

We hope 2026 will be an amazing year for our children and their 

families! 

 

The first half of our Spring term will look like this: 

 

In English, a lot of our work will be spring boarded from the book ‘Marcy 

and the Riddle of the Sphinx.’ (PR) 

 

We will also explicitly continue to improve our spelling (in small groups), grammar, punctuation 

and handwriting knowledge and skills as well as our reading comprehension skills. (SB) 

Maths, this term, will involve a continued focus on: ‘Multiplication and Division’ and an 

introduction to ‘Fractions’ with Mr Rutland; and ‘Measurement: Length and perimeter’ with Mrs 

Bartholomew. 

 

Both teachers will continue teaching English and Maths, but will be focussing on different areas in 

both to minimise any confusion. 

 

In Science, our topic for this term is ‘Animals, Including Humans - food chains, teeth and 

digestion.’ (PR) 

 

Art lessons will see the children ‘Collaging - cutting and sticking on different media.’ (SB) 

 

Our RE sessions will look at the concept of ‘Dharma in Hinduism.’ (PR) 

 

PE lessons this term will be on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  Gym on Tuesday focussed on 

hand held apparatus and a ‘Carnival’ themed dance unit on Thursday. 

 

Our new History unit will be ‘Ancient Egypt.’ (PR) 

 

Our PSHE unit will be ‘Healthy and safe Lifestyles: Managing Safety and Risk.’ (PR) 

 

In Music lessons, the children should have fun with some ‘Rock and Roll.’ (SB) 

 

We will be ‘Creating media: Video trailers’ in Computing.  There will also be an Online Safety 

lesson. (PR) 

 

In French (MFL) we’ll be focussed on: ‘Food,’ ‘Calendar’ and ‘Clothing.’ (LH) 

 

Our December treetop cafe was excellent fun. Making a Christmas cracker from scratch took a 

good deal of focus, but the results looked great and hopefully they added a personal touch to 

your Christmas dinner. The weather is now demonstrating that we are clearly in Winter and the 

seasonal calendars made will reflect this. We look forward to crafting with you again later in the 

term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Let’s hope it’s another great term with continuing progress and enjoyment. 

As always, please don’t hesitate to arrange a meeting with the team if there are any queries. 

 

From Mr Rutland, Mrs Bartholomew, Miss Field and Mrs Seeley 

 

 

From Owls Class 

Welcome back to Owls for the new year! We hope you all had a wonderful and 

relaxing Christmas. 

 

We have had a busy first few days back at school which included a 

visit to the Wolsey Panto. The children had a lot of fun and were keen 

to get stuck into all theatre traditions – oh no they weren’t…Oh yes 

they were! We also got creative making our new year calendars on 

Thursday afternoon and they look fantastic.  

 

This week we have begun our new English topic on ‘Curiosity: The Story of the Mars Rover’. We 

have also been looking at squared and cubed numbers in maths and started our new topic of 

decimals with Mrs Betts. In PE we have started our carnival unit with a fun afternoon in the hall 

dancing. 

 

This term we will be learning about Space in science and delving 

deeper into the Space Race in history by finding out about key 

historical figures. In RE, we will complete our final unit in relation to our 

big question ‘Why are there so many different ideas about God’ by 

learning about Brahman and Atman in Hinduism.  

 

Other learning we will cover: 

Computing - Mars Rover Unit 1 

Art - Collage 

Music - Film Music 

 

We have some exciting dates coming up too: 

 

Owls Forest School Day – Wednesday 11th February 

Owls’ Woodland Cafe - Thursday 12th February 

 

We hope you have a great start to 2026. As always, please do get in touch if you have any 

questions or queries. 

From Mrs Betts, Mr Rutland and Mrs Bird 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank you for all the support you give the school. Together we can make a difference. 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

Miss Leigh Hilton 

Headteacher 

On behalf of Elmsett Church of England Primary School 


