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Learners of the Week

Ash Class: Alfred, a super Author Reader

Oak Class: Aston, an amazing Artist

Beech Class: Brody, a great Mathematician
Chestnut Class: Ada, a marvellous Mathematician
Sycamore Class: Oliver, a super Scientist

Recently at Gomeldon...

Disecting pig hearts as part of our
enquiry 'How are lives saved?’

Fabulous engineering in
Early Years!

Exploring skeletons as part of
‘What's the difference between
surviving and being healthy?’
enquiry

House Captains 2026
This week our house teams have been listening to speeches from their leaders.
Congratulations to all Y6 pupils who gave speeches to their team with confidence and poise.

| am proud to introduce you to our House Captains for this academic year:
Apache: Ollie M and Sophie
Merlin: Jake and Steph
Gazelle: Ollie B and Millie

Hello Yellow Day - 5" October
HE“O In our usual Gomeldon tradition we will be celebrating Yellow Day on

Friday 5" October. This is a very important day run by Young Minds
Ye“ow marking the importance of Mental Health in our pupils. To celebrate
the day, please wear non-uniform with the theme yellow! During the
day we will enjoy time in our family groups, taking part in a range of
different activities to promote positive mental health &



Sycamore Class Curriculum Showcase
Parents from Sycamore Class are invited to school on Tuesday 13" October at 2:45pm to share and
enjoy enquiry learning. Please come via the school office where we will sign you in. We look forward
to seeing you there!

Mobile Phones in School
In line with our statutory duty this is a reminder that we are a no mobile phone school, which includes
all other related smart technology, for example smart watches. All devices brought to school will be
stored in the school office until the end of the day. The school accepts no responsibility for phones or
smart items that are lost, damaged or stolen while on the school grounds.
A full copy of our mobile phone policy is available from the school office.
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Well- being

Please see attachedforhelpfulparent information

At The Natienal Cellege, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educaters with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents!& EducatorsiNeed to Kknow about

TIKTOK -

Online videos are often associated with apps such as YouTube, but among teens, TikTok is king. The app
provides a potentially addictive, never-ending stream of short clips tailored to users’ interests based on

(Certain features are
restricted to over-18s only)

considers it the app where young people are “most likely to encounter a potential harm”.

their viewing habits. Around half of British children use TikTok, and while most content is benign, Ofcom ’ ik

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

TikTok's Following Feed shows videos from known
creators, while the default For You Feed serves
endiess clips based on viewing history. Most are

I but un tent can still app
and watching for long enough signals interest to the
algorithm. Although TikTok bans illegal or
Inupproprlme uplmds, the velume of posts means
some slip through, i ing the ch that
children i iate material

beforeitis datectod or rsmmd
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BODY IMAGE AND
DANGEROUS CHALLENGES
Ofcom reports that most online harms for girls
invelve body image, while boys more oftan ses
dangerous stunts. Both types appear frequently on
TikTok and spread quickly through its
engagement-driven algerithm. Harmful challenges
have included the "blackout” trend, where users held
their breath until passing out. Families filed lawsuits
after children died linked to the trend, showing how
extreme or risky content can rapidly reach young

people and negatively influence them.
. - conmm

IN-APP SPENDING

TikTok is frae, but children can still spend monay.
Tik Tok coins, costing £9.99 to £224.99, let users buy
gifts for creators. TikTok Shop adds risk hy allowing
h from ir or
som&tlmss leading to poor-quullly itemns driven by
persuasive marketing. A Canadian investigation
found TikTok collected personal data from many
children for targeting and advertising despite age
limits, meaning young users may lose control over
their personal information.

CONTACT WITH
% 1 STRANGERS - -

Between 1.6 and 1.9 billion people use TikTok,
meaning there's a high risk of unwanted attention
from gers. Accounts d by over-16s (or
young people using a fake date of birth) are set to
public view by default. This means that not only is
someone's profile visible to everyone else on the app,
italso suggests their videos to others and allows
anyone to download or commment on them.
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MISINFORMATION AND  eTramem
RADICALISATION =

-

TikTok's short videos may appear lighthearted,

but they can expose young people to harmful ideas.
Misinformation is common, and Ofcom reports that
nearly one third of 12-15-year-olds use TikTok as
news source, increasing the cha nce of seeing racist,
misogynistic, istor pi ial. Even
brief clips can influence |mpr955|onnbta users and
shape their worldview, making discussions about
critical thinking, propaganda and online influence
especially important for parents and educators.

AN W
ADDICTIVE DESIGN i

TikTok's fast-paced stream of eye-catching videos
can be potentially addictive for young users. In 2024,
UK children spent an average of 127 minutes per day
on the platform, double the time recorded in 2020,
Excessive use can dinrupt sleap, increase Irrltuhulul\r,
and distract from h Cor

skipping between short clips may also affect
attention span, making it harder to focus on longer
tasks such as homework or reading.

ENABLE FAMILY PAIRING

Family Pairing allows parents to link their TikTok account to their child's in

order to manage settings remotely. Parents can then turn on Restricted Mode

(reducing the chuncss of a child seeing inappropriate content), set screen time limits,

whether their child can send messages = and if
they can, to whom Children cannot alter these settings without parental approval.

e
DISCUSS THE DANGERS ()

If a child wants to use TikTok and you're happy for them to do so, it's good

practice to discuss the potential risks. Ensure they don’t share any identifying

personal information or respond to dangerous trends, and that they know to talk to a
trusted adult if they're worried by interactions on the app. With more teens using TikTok
for news, it's important to talk about misinfermation and propaganda.

N el W
Meet Qur Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who
has written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom's Guide,
The Evening Standard and The New Statesman.
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BLOCK IN-APP SPENDING

Parents can restrict in-app purchases on iPhone and Android devices to prevent
accidental orimpulsive TikTok spending. Young people can easily spend large
amaounts on TikTok coins or low-quality products promomd thfcugh TikTok shop ifa
disappointing purchase accurs, turn itinto a about infl ing
and how online promotions can be misleading.

WE .~ AW
READ THE SIGNS

If you're concerned that a child is spending too much time on TikTok, or that they've
been emotionally affected by something they've seen, it's important to know how to
spot the signs. Increased irritability and a lock of concentration are potential red flags,
as is failing to complete homework or skipping meals. Rermember, the parental controls
are there for a reason, and it's never too late to introduce limits.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Release date: 26.11.2025




School Diary Dates

Gomeldon dates foryour diary
*Please note that some dates may be subject to change*

7.10.26 Individual school photographs

8.10.26 Flu Vaccines

9.10.26 Yellow Day (Young Minds) — non-uniform theme: Yellow
16.10.26 Non-uniform day - GPA event

19,20 & 21.10.26

TD Days — No pupils in school

22.10.26 —1.11.26

October Half Term

31.10.26 Deadline for Secondary School Applications — Year 6

2.11.26 First day of term 2

3.11.26 & 5.11.26 Autumn Term Parent Consultation Meetings 3:40pm — 6:00pm
6.11.26 Bake Sale GPA event — Theme: Guy Fawkes

24.11.26 —27.11.26 | Scholastic Book Fayre

26.11.26 Sycamore Class Trip

10 & 11.12.26 Nativity Performance

15.12.26 Carol Service 6:00pm

16.12.26 Christmas Dinner

18.12.26 Rocksteady Concert for Parents

21.12.26 -3.1.27

Christmas Holiday

4,1.27

First day of term 3

12.2.27

TD Day — No pupils in school

15.2.27 - 21.2.27

February Half Term

22.2.27

First day of term 4

12.3.27 Annual Written Reports

26.3.27—-11.4.27 Easter Holiday

12.4.27 First day of term 5

3.5.27 Bank Holiday Monday — No pupils in school
10-14.5.27 SATs Week —Year 6

27.5.27 sports Day

31.5.27 - 6.6.27 May Half Term

7.6.27 First day of term 6

7—11.6.27 Mathematics Timestables Check — Year 4

14 -18.6.27 Phonics Screening Check —Year 1

b & 8.7.27 Summer Term Parent Consultation Meetings 3:40pm — 6:00pm
13.7.27 Meet the Teacher presentations 3:40pm & 4:15pm
15.7.27 Performance

19.7.27 Year 6 Leavers Assembly

23.7.27 Last day of Term 6
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NURSERY & PRE-SCHOOL

OPEN DAY

\ at Kindred Nurseries
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kindrednurseries.co.uk/open-day







PRIMARY

believe | strive | achieve

SKILLS TEAMWORK
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Astrella Primary Stars
09 01 29
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OME AND JOIN THE SUPERSTRINGS
* TEAM FOR A MORNING OF
SPOOKTACULAR MUSIC MAKING %
ANYYOUNG VIOLIN.VIOLA ORCELLO

PLAYERS WELCOME.
BEGINNER TO EiRADE 3 STANDARD

b &0 MORE INFORMATION & TO BOOK A PLACE
SUPERSTRINGSCLUB®PROTON.ME
OR USE THE QR CODE BELOW
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STAGECOACH PERFORMING ARTS

SALISBURY & AMESBURY
8th, 9th, 10th OCTOBER

IN AMESBURY & SALISBURY

4-18 YEARS [=]3

SCAN THE QR CODE
FOR MORE INFO




For the attention of all parents

Will your child be transferring

to a secondary school in
September 20277

You must apply for a secondary school place

Apply online at wiltshire.gov.uk or
complete an application form, available at
all Wiltshire Council offices.

The deadline for applications is

12 midnight, 31 October 2026

i - . e } " Fa] ¥ i Tl o L N - i T
All forms must be returned to the school admissions
i - = 'n.“— g = T ] 1 -, o 3 LA .- -
team at County Hall, Trowbridage, Wiltshire

Contact customer services on 01225 713010
for more information or to request our guide
to finding a secondary school place in Wiltshire,

Wiltshire Council
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For the attention of all parents
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Will your child be four years
old before September 2027?

You must apply for a primary school place

Apply online at wiltshire.gov.uk or
complete an application form, available at
all Wiltshire Council offices.

The deadline for applications is

12 midnight, 15 January 2027

All forms must be returned to the school admissions
team at County Hall, Trowbridge, Wiltshire.

Contact customer services on 01225 713010
for more information or to request our quide
to finding a primary school place in Wiltshire.
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