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CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY

Sections 449-462 of the Education Act 1996 sets out the law on charging for school
activities in schools maintained by local authorities in England. Tickford Park Primary
School operates within these regulations.

Charging Policy

1. Activities without Charge
There will be no charge for the following activities:

« Admission applications.

» Education provided wholly or mostly during school hours. This includes the
supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment.

« Education provided on any visit that takes place during school hours.

« Education provided on any visit that takes place outside school hours if it is part
of the national curriculum or Religious education.

» Education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum.

» Instrumental or vocal tuition, for pupil’s learning individually or in groups, unless
the tuition is provided at the request of the pupil’s parent.

* Transporting registered pupils to or from premises, where the Local Authority
has a statutory obligation to provide transport.

* Music tuition for a child who is looked after by a local authority.

2. Chargeable Activities

* Any materials, books, instruments or equipment, where the child’'s parent
wishes him or her to own them

» Music or vocal tuition provided at the request of the pupil’'s parent

« Transport (other than that arranged by the local authority)

+ Board and Lodging on a residential visit

» After school club

When calculating the cost of chargeable activities, an amount may be included in
relation to:

« Any materials, books or instruments provided in connection with the activity.
* The cost of buildings and accommodation

* Non-teaching staff costs

* The cost, or proportionate cost of teaching staff employed for tuition

Any charge made in respect of individual pupils will not be greater than the actual cost
of providing the activity. No charge will include an element of subsidy for other pupils.

Parental agreement is necessary for the provision of chargeable activities.



3. Tickford Teatime Club

The After-school club is a chargeable activity and all bookings should be paid in
advance via the school gateway. The charge covers all activities and a light meal.
Late collections may incur additional charges in line with the hourly rate.

The Governing board will review all charges annually and parents will be informed in
writing of any changes 3 months prior to implementation.

4. Voluntary Contributions

The Governors recognise the value of educational visits in supporting the curriculum
and putting much of the work in school into context. We believe that these activities
should continue to be available for our children so that they can enjoy a wider range
of educational opportunities. The school budget does not provide adequate funds to
allow financial support of educational visits or events.

The school may ask for voluntary contributions towards the cost of school-time
activities to assist with funding, subject to the following conditions:

* Any children of parents who do not wish to contribute will not be treated any
differently or excluded from an activity.

* Where there are insufficient contributions to make the activity viable, or the
school cannot fund it from some other source, then the activity will be cancelled.

* A small charge to cover insurance and administration will be included in the
calculation for suggested voluntary contributions.

« All requests to parents for voluntary contributions will make it clear that the
contributions are voluntary and that there is no obligation.

5. Remissions

Pupil’s eligible for Pupil Premium may receive financial support towards school visits,
residentials, music lessons and any other chargeable events. This will be at the
discretion of the governing board and headteacher and will depend on the activity in
guestion.

Parents who can prove they are in receipt of any of the following benefits will be
exempt from paying the cost of board and lodging for residential visits:

* Income Support

* Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

* Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

* Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

* The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

+ Child Tax Credit (provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the
family’s annual gross income does not exceed £16,190)

* Working Tax Credit run-on (this is paid for 4 weeks after an individual stops
qualifying for Working Tax Credit)



* Universal Credit (if the application was made on or after 1 April 2018, the
family’s income must be less than £7,411 per year — after tax and not including
any benefits)

6. Damages

The Governing board reserve the right to:

a) Request parents to meet the costs of breakages or damages to school, staff and/or
another child’s property and buildings as a result of their child’s misbehaviour.

b) Make an appropriate charge for loss or damage to books. If the books are on loan
from the School Library Service or a third-party loan service then the charge may
be specified in the agreement between the service and the school.

The Business Manager monitors charges and remissions, and ensures these comply
with this policy. The policy is reviewed annually by the Policies Committee.



