
Spring 1 Year 3 English 
 

In Spring 1, Year 3 are reading the Ice Palace by 
Robert Swindells and the poem ‘The Winter 
Wolves are Coming” by Tim Vallie.  

The Ice Palace is about a boy called Ivan lives in a 
land where the winter is dark and fearful. Starjik, 
King of Winter, steals Ivan's little brother and Ivan 
braves the bitter cold, to go on a quest to find him. 

We will explore how the author uses figurative 
language in the story, such as similes and 
metaphors to describe the setting and characters, 

create mood, feeling, and hook the reader in. We will develop our 
understanding of figurative language by writing our own adventure 
narrative. We will continue to build on our understanding of story 
language and use dialogue, noun phrases, adjectives, adverbs and 
adverbials in our writing.  

It will be helpful for your child to have access to this book during the 
half term break and can start reading the story. Remember to read 
daily with your child! 

Please read the word mat with key vocabulary that we will be using 
next term. On the back is a copy of ‘The Winter Wolves are Coming’. 
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