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A MESSAGE FROM MISS KONDO 

 
 
Message from Miss Kondo 
What an exciting week it has been! On Tuesday, I had the opportunity to go on BBC Radio London and pledge West Acton’s 
support for this year’s BBC Children in Need appeal, which will take place on Friday 13th  November. 
I can already reveal our first activity… wear your pyjamas to school! Yes, that’s right — pyjamas to school! If this is your first 
Children in Need with us, this is always a very popular day. Look out for more information about the other fun activities we will 
be organising around that time. 
Thank you to all the Nursery and Reception parents who came to our EYFS Tapestry meeting. We are very fortunate to be able 
to share your child’s Early Years journey with you through Tapestry, so please make sure you have signed up and are engaging 
with us as we share your child’s learning, progress and development throughout Nursery and Reception. 
I would also like to thank the parents who joined us for our coffee morning to meet our SEND  therapists, and the parents of 
pupils with EHCPs in Years 5 and 6 who came to speak with Miss Lucas about secondary schools. I hope you found these 
opportunities useful. Working together and sharing information is so important as we support our children through the 
different stages of their education. 
It has also been lovely to see our after-school clubs starting again. A huge thank you to Miss Murphy for all the organisation 
involved in getting our clubs up and running. 
Please remember that children attending a club must be collected promptly at 4.15pm. No children, including pupils in 
Years 5 and 6, are permitted to walk home alone after an after-school club. 
If you need childcare beyond 4.15pm, don’t forget that children can have lots of fun at Aktiva, our on-site after-school care 
provision, which is open until 6.00pm. We also have our own school breakfast club available in the mornings. 
I do need to remind everyone about being kind, considerate and respectful to one another at the beginning and end of the 
school day. We are a large and busy school, and there will inevitably be times when queues form or when something involving 
the children causes a parent to feel upset or frustrated. 
If you have a concern about an incident involving your child and another pupil, please bring it to us rather than approaching 
another parent directly. No parent should be made to feel uncomfortable, intimidated or frightened at our school gates. I 
completely understand that incidents involving our children can be upsetting, but as adults, we have a responsibility to model 
the behaviour that we expect from our children. Our values of Courage, Consideration and Collaboration apply to every 
member of our West Acton community. 
Finally, what lovely weather we have enjoyed this week! We have been able to use our field every day and really make the most 
of the beautiful autumn sunshine. It has been wonderful to see the children outside enjoying our grounds, playing and learning 
together. Long may the autumn sunshine continue! 
Have a lovely weekend.    Miss Kondo    Headteacher 
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NEWS & CELEBRATIONS    

 
 

We Are a Microsoft Showcase School for 2026–27! 

I am absolutely delighted to announce that West Acton Primary School has once again achieved Microsoft Showcase 
School status for 2026–27! 

Following our application during the summer, Microsoft has recognised West Acton as part of its global community of 
schools demonstrating innovation and leadership in the use of technology to improve education. 

This is a significant achievement. In 2025–26, Microsoft reported a global community of around 900 Showcase Schools 
worldwide, alongside more than 43,000 Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts. 

This year, the recognition process has had an increased focus on AI transformation. Schools applying for advanced 
Showcase recognition were asked to demonstrate their development against Microsoft’s AI Transformation Rubric, 
including their approach to policy and governance and how technology and AI are supporting wider school transformation. 

I have to admit that, when I was completing our application, I wondered whether our approach might count against us 
because we do not allow our pupils to use generative AI. In fact, it became clear that our careful approach is an important 
part of what responsible AI education should look like. 

At West Acton, our children are aged from 3 to 11, and we believe that our responsibility at this stage is to help them begin to 
understand the world of AI safely, ethically and thoughtfully. We want them to learn that AI exists, to begin to understand 
its possibilities and limitations, and to think about important issues such as truth, accuracy, privacy, fairness and 
responsible use. That does not mean giving our pupils access to generative AI tools. 

Our staff are developing their knowledge and expertise so that they can use technology appropriately and prepare our 
children for a future in which AI will undoubtedly play a part. For our pupils, however, our emphasis remains on the things 
that matter most in primary education: learning to read, write, think, question, create, communicate and develop their 
own ideas. 

For me, that is one of the most reassuring aspects of this recognition. Becoming a Microsoft Showcase School is not about 
using technology at every opportunity. It is about knowing when technology adds value, when it does not, and how to use 
it safely and responsibly. 

And More Microsoft Success! 

I am also delighted that a number of our teachers have achieved individual Microsoft expert recognition: 

Mrs Campbell, Miss Collins, Mrs Hilmi, Miss Kondo, Mrs Livingstone, Miss Murphy, Mrs Rampallini and Miss Wharton. 

Microsoft has evolved its educator recognition programme for 2026–27 into Microsoft Elevate for Educators, building on 
the former Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert programme. 

A huge congratulations and thank you to these colleagues — and indeed to all of our staff. Showcase School status is not 
achieved by one person. It reflects the way technology has become embedded across West Acton and our continued 
commitment to learning, developing and improving together. 

We are incredibly proud to be part of an international community of schools sharing innovation and good practice, while 
remaining absolutely clear about what is right and age-appropriate for our children. 

A Welcoming Community, Growing And Learning Together — and, once again, a Microsoft Showcase School! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

 

Important dates coming up 
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Medical 

Important Reminder: Nut-Free School and Food Allergies 

West Acton Primary School is a nut-free school. Please do not send any nuts or products containing nuts into 

school, including in packed lunches or snacks. This is extremely important as we have children with serious 

allergies. 

We also have children with a range of other food allergies. To help keep everyone safe, we ask all families to 

reinforce the following with their children: 

• Children must not share or swap food with one another. 

• Children should not touch other children while they are eating or have food on their hands. 

• Children should get into the habit of washing their hands thoroughly after eating snacks and meals. 

• In Key Stage 2, the only snacks that should be brought from home are fruit or vegetables. 

Even a small amount of an allergen transferred from food, hands or surfaces can cause a reaction for some 

children. These simple routines help us to keep all members of our school community safe. 

Thank you for your cooperation and for reinforcing these important messages at home. 

 

TERM DATES & PARENTS’ EVENINGS 

Parent Coffee morning with Mrs Ahmad – Wednesday 30th September 
Harvest Assembly – Monday 5th October please donate to Ealing Food bank 
Parents Evening will be Tuesday 20th October and Thursday 22nd October – 
booking details to come. 
School closed on Friday 23rd October for INSET day. 
School closed for half term from Monday 26th October to Friday 30th 
October  
Pupils return to school Monday 2nd November 
Black History Coffee Afternoon – Tuesday 3rd November 
Individual school photos Monday 16th November 
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Class assembly dates 
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CELEBRATING OUR CHILDREN   Values • Attendance and Punctuality 

 

Our WAPS values 

 

West Acton Primary School Weekly Values Rewards 

w/c 14th September 2026 Courage Consideration Collaboration 

Acorn Savannah-Fay Yuri Amal 

Banyan Guimar Sydney Ann 

Olive Luna Reo Tala 

Fir Hana Hashem Hudson 

Ash Shiori Jacob Lucas 

Guava Chanugi Miu Danyal 

Katsura Ahmad Sonoka Yui 

Chestnut Riko Zakariya Zayan 

Damson Siraj Elina Aisha 

Juniper Sana Kenki Callum 

Holly Adrian Akari Eunis 

Ivy Zhiheng Riko Adam 

Rowan Muhammad Miori Jana 

Mulberry Aishah Sulaiman Amira 

Pine Camelia Zahra Rumaysa 

Sycamore Summer Gursimrat Omar 

Elder Qais Ellis Jane 

Quince Adam Omar Mia 

Willow Alma Taima Mark 

Lime Ritaj Liv Kosei 

Tamarind Safaa Delina Sana 

Zaytouna Habibah Adeema Kaichi 

Birch Elay Abudi Isabelle 

Oak Mason Ahmad Kassim 

Elm Lilly Sammy Ikhlas 
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Weekly attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



www.westactonprimaryschool.org   •   020 8992 3144   •   Facebook: @westactonpri 

A huge congratulations to Lime Class, our winners this week, achieving an outstanding 96.7%! 🥇 They are closely 
followed by Ash Class in second place with 93.3%, and Pine Class in third place with 93.1%. These three classes have set a 

fantastic target and deserve a big round of applause for their achievement! 👏🌟 

But remember, the competition is still wide open! Every child and every day make a difference, and there is always an 
opportunity to move up the leaderboard. A big well done to everyone across the school who is making the effort to be in 

school every day and on time. Let’s keep encouraging one another, keep aiming high and see if your class can make it 
into our top three next week!  

Come on, everyone — every day counts, every child counts, and together we can make next week our best week yet!  
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WEEKLY REMINDERS   The information families need every week 

 

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 

School starts at 8.45am. Children may line up between 8.30am and 8.45am and 
should be ready to enter the classroom at 8.45am. Please do not bring children onto 
the school site before 8.30am. 

 

PE days 

Day Year groups 

Tuesday Year 6 

Wednesday Year 2 and Year 5 

Thursday Reception and Year 3 

Friday Year 1 and Year 4 

PE KIT REMINDER 

Children should come to school in their house-colour T-shirt on their PE day with 
Miss Murphy. If a house-colour T-shirt is unavailable, please provide a plain white T-
shirt. Please return outgrown donated T-shirts, washed, so that they can be recycled 
for another child. 
 
On the day of their second lesson, with their class teacher, pupils can wear their 
colour T shirt or a white T shirt, however you may purchase a second colour T shirt 
from the office for £2.00. 

 

HEALTHY SCHOOL REMINDER 

Please wait until your child is off the school site before giving them food or snacks at 
collection time. We are a Sugar Smart school. Thank you for helping us keep the 
school site neat, clean and healthy. 
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WELLBEING AT WAPS    

 

A tip from Mrs Ahmad, School Therapist 

 
 

Communicating with your child/ young person so that feel able to share their feelings.   

   

This week we read the story of The Huge Bag of Worries and spoke to the children about the Safe to Talk 

about your Thoughts Spot (the Safe T.T. Spot for short)   

This is a space that is offered to the children, to be able to talk to an adult at school, if they are holding any 

worries or big feelings.  

   

At home your children are learning to share their worries with you. It is also helpful for them to have the 

opportunity to speak about their thoughts and feelings when they are at school.   

   

This is particularly important during times of change, as they are settling back into school routine and building 

new relationships.  

   

How can parents/carers help?   
 

It is only natural that you want to know about your child’s day and sometimes when children are asked “how 

was your day?” They respond with ‘okay’, ‘fine’ or a blank response.   

   

Try asking a different question to encourage them to talk.  

For some children it is helpful to give them a colour code. Ask them what colour their day was (decide in 

advance what each colour will mean) you could try: green for a good day, yellow for an okay day and red for 

a not so good day.  

   

This will open up a conversation between you and your child or young person and more importantly give you 

a clue to how your child might be feeling and what they might need from you when they get home.  
 

I look forward to welcoming you to our first Parent/carer coffee morning of the year, next Wednesday 30th September 
2026 at 8.45am.  

A chance for us to take some time to meet, speak, share ideas and think about the children together.  

 

I am inviting you to our first Parent/carer coffee morning of the term. It will be on Wednesday 30th 

September at 8.45am. I look forward to welcoming you.  

Emma Ahmad 

Educational Psychotherapist 
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LUNCH AT WAPS   School menu 

 

 

WEEK 2 
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WEEK 3 

 


