
Parent workshop: Introduction to Phonics and Early Reading

Thursday 16th October 2025

Miss Loderick – Reception Year Group Leader

Teach reading: Change lives



Thank you for coming to 

this information session on Phonics and Early Reading.

Aims of this session:

 Understand what phonics and reading are.

 Learn about our phonics and reading programme – Little Wandle.

 See how we teach phonics and reading in school.

 Discover how you can support your child’s reading at home.

This PowerPoint will be saved on the school website under the Reception tab.

Welcome



Have you stopped to think about how many times you’ve already 
read something today? It shows just how essential strong reading 
skills are for everyday life — and how important it is to help our 
children build them early.



Phonics



• At West Acton Primary School, we 
use Little Wandle (Letters and 
Sounds Revised) as our Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics (SSP) programme 
to teach early reading and spelling.

• We have been using this programme 
for four years and it is now 
embedded across the whole school.

• All staff who deliver the programme 
are highly trained and skilled in 
teaching phonics and early reading.

Little Wandle (Letters and Sounds Revised)



Making connections between phonemes (the sounds of 

our spoken words) and graphemes (the letters/ letter 

groups that are used to write them down).

There are 26 letters of the alphabet, 44 phonemes and 

250 graphemes (letters/ groups of letters).

It sounds complicated but it really isn’t once you have 

learned to unlock the code!

Phonics is:



Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children hear, identify 

and use different sounds that distinguish one word from another in the English language.

Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of individual letters and 

how those letters sound when they’re combined will help children decode words as they 

read – learning phonics helps to unlock the code .

Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use when they are 

writing words - learning phonics helps to unlock the code. National Literacy Trust

Why do we teach phonics?



Children need to learn to read as quickly as reasonably 

possible, so they can move from learning to read, to reading 

to learn, giving them access to the treasure house of reading. 

Our expectations of progression are aspirational yet 

achievable if we maintain pace, practice and participation by 

all children.

Why do we teach phonics?



Teaching order 
Phase order: 

• Phase 1 - Nursery
• Phase 2, 3 and 4 - Reception
• Phase 5 - Year 1

• We teach four new sounds each week, with a 
review lesson on Friday.

• Every half term, you will receive a booklet to use 
at home that shows the sounds your child is 
learning. This can help with letter formation and 
pronunciation.

• You can also find additional guidance on the Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds parent 
page.https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.o
rg.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Teaching 
order



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Blending to read words

Some children learn to blend really quickly and others take a little longer.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/

At West Acton we also provide daily small group keep-up lessons (10 minutes) for 
those children who might need some extra support with learning to blend. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/


Keep-up groups
• Some children learn to blend quickly, while others take a little longer.
• The children are assessed every half term and if they need extra support
     with their phonics, we timetable daily keep-up groups.
• These daily sessions help children strengthen their blending skills and develop 

fluent recognition of Phase 2 and 3 GPCs and enable them to progress onto Phase 
4 all of which are essential for becoming confident, fluent readers.

• We use cued articulation as part of these sessions to help children form sounds 
correctly, focusing on the mouth shape and incorporating an action that mimics 
the shape of the mouth. If needed, children use mirrors to copy the teacher and 
check their own mouth shape as they practice the sound.

• These group sessions ensure all children can read words independently.
•  We continue teaching new GPCs in class, and children remain in the daily keep-

up groups until they can read words independently and recall them 
automatically.



Gradually your child learns the entire alphabetic code – 
we will work our way through the whole Little Wandle 
programme until your child can read fluently.



How we make learning stick 
• We use a range of specialised Little Wandle resources that your child will already be familiar with.
• Each new sound is introduced with a mnemonic or memorable phrase to help children remember it —
      for example, an image like the astronaut or a phrase such as “boing-boing” for “oi.”
• We also use cued articulation, which emphasises the correct mouth shape and includes an action that mimics the shape 

of the mouth for each phoneme. This helps children form the sound accurately and link it to the corresponding 
grapheme.

• When we teach a new sound, children read words that include that sound so they can immediately apply their learning.
• We then move on to reading and writing sentences containing those words, helping children connect phonics to real 

reading and writing.
• We have displays in the classroom and on the tables to support children throughout the day.



Reading and spelling



• Reading lessons are taught three times 
a week. 

• Each week the children read the same 
book for the three sessions to develop 
fluency.

• The first time we work on decoding 
(sounding out), the second time we 
work on prosody (reading with fluency 
and expression) and the third time we 
look at comprehension (understanding).

• Reading is taught in small groups with 
children of similar ability/ skills.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child to the right book level.



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well.

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will become automatic.

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right phase



Tricky words

High frequency words ( words 
that are used frequently in 
reading and writing).
Some of these cannot be 
decoded using the phonemes 
taught so far (these are called 
tricky words). 
Many of these words become 
decodable as the children 
progress through Phase 5 in 
Year 1.



Tricky words 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://vimeo.com/742989066?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=140945925


This is how we teach spelling:

• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Think about the possible graphemes 
for each phoneme. In Reception the 
children are taught the most likely/ 
common way of writing each 
phoneme. Once they get into Year 
1, they learn lots of alternative ways 
of spelling that phoneme but also 
learn which is the “best bet” 
depending where the phoneme is in 
a word.

• Finally write the word.

Spelling



Reading at home



Reading a book and talking about it has a 
huge impact on your child’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child.



Books going home. Please read with your child as 
often as you can – at least once a day if possible.

Phonics books get sent home every  
Friday.

Library books get sent home:
Banyan Class: Thursday

Fir Class: Thursday
Olive Class: Thursday



• Your child should be able to read their 
book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word help them to 
“sound it out”. If they are still struggling 
read it to them and ask them to repeat 
it back. Then encourage them to re-
read the sentence.

• Read the book as many times as 
possible to build up fluency and 
confidence.

• Talk about the book and celebrate their 
success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Home reading diary

Your child’s home reading diary is an important tool which should be used 
to comment on the reading taking place at home. This can also include 
comments about other books they are reading for pleasure. 

 Please make your comments as positive as possible.

You can also note any words your child may have specifically struggled with, 
or any new words learned. 



Videos are available to watch for free on the Little Wandle website!  If you 
are unsure about how to pronounce any of the sounds please look at the 
videos as they are really helpful.

Supporting your child with phonics

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Supporting your child with phonics - available 
on Amazon!



The library book is for YOU to read with 
them:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



At West Acton, we value your opinions 

in supporting your child with their 

learning and would like to invite you 

to complete a short questionnaire 

about the presentation today with an 

opportunity to express an interest in 

participating in more focused phonics 

lessons for parents.

Questionnaire 



Thank you for attending our introduction to phonics for parents 

today. We hope you have found this useful for supporting your 

child with their learning further, at home. 

Thank you!
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