


The Curriculum Policy for Phonics

Introduiction
Al pupils are entitled, to- o broad, and: balanced, curviculum regardless of race; gender, religion on
This policy outlines the Tntent, Tmplementation ands Tmpach of Phonics here ab Heatherley,

staff and, Governors.

At Heatherley, Primany School, we intend, Jor our children to- leare us being confident, readers.
We recognise the importance o} early reading and, its impact orv learing, in future, year groups.
groups. Wekmuhmmnwwwﬂ\atmapgmwwphmmmngw
accessible to- all learners.

Intent

At Heatherley, Primany we beliesse that alls our childreny can become fluent readers and writers.
This is why we teach reading through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Rerised; which is a
sgstﬂnahoand/sy\ﬂ\@ophmpx\ogrmnme W@sbax\tteachingzphoruo&wlrow\dahm| ands
Foundatior 2, and;}oUo&uﬂ\eLdﬂe Wandl,eLeﬁef\s/and/Sound&Rwised/Mm‘m4uM\/

As a result, oum&ddmmoﬂewmwun}mwmwwm AtHeoihe&ng,

and, writing, both inside: and, outside of the phonics lesson and, across the curriculum: We have o



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf

strong focus on language development; Jor our children, because we knous that speaking and)
listening are crucial skills Jor reading and, witing iry all, subjects.

Comprehension

At Heatherley Primary we value reading as a crucial life skills By the time, children leane us,
they nead confidently for- meaning and: regularly enjoy reading for- pleasune. Our readers ane

predw&hﬂwtool&totadd&un}omdwnvocobulang We encourage our children to see

Because we believe teaching eveny child to read: is: so- important; we hane a phonics Leader who
drinses the early reading, programme in our school This person is highly skilled ab teaching
phonics and: readings and, theyy monitor and, support our reading team, so- evenyone teaches with
bidelity to- the Little Wandle Letters and, Sounds Reuised programme,

1 |
Foundations for phonics i nursery
¢ We provide o balance of, child-led, and adult-led, expeniences for all, childrer that, meet
the, curriculum, expectations for ‘Communication and language’ and, Literacyy. These
learning o/ range off nurseny rhymes and, action rhyymes
o affention to- high-quality language.
o We ensure nurseny children are well, prepared; to- begin leaming grapheme-phoneme
correspondences (GPCs) and, blending ready for Foundation 2.

O

O

Dallg;phonic&lcsson&mlrotmdahmz, Year | and Year 2

e We teach phonics for 25-30 minutes o day in Foundation 2(F2) and, Year |. In F2, we,
build, from, 10-minute lessons, to- the Jull-length lesson as quickly as possible:
Each, Friday, we rewiews the week’s teaching to- help children become fluent readers:

e Year 2 children who did not pass their phonics screening checks re~do-year | phonics:




Year 2 children receive phase S remiewr lessony during the finst 5 weeks' iny Aubumry termu
Abter assessment; childrer stills showing gaps receive rapid catchup. Children who- are
above 80% mone on to the bridge to- spelling programme provided, by, Little Wandle.
Year 2 children who only just passed their phonics screening check or shouwed, significant
gaps v the phase S renieur assessment, receive year 2 rapid catch up sessions. This s o
quicker keep-up programme
Childrery make o strong, start iny F2: teaching begins iy Week, 2 of the, Autumr termu
We follow the: Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Rewvised, expectations of progress:
o Children in F2 are taught to read and, spell: words using Phase 2 and, 3 GPCs,
and words with, adjacent; consonants (Phase 4) with, fluency and accuracy
o Children inv year | review Phase 3 and 4 and are taught; to- read: and spell; words
using Phase 5 GPCs withs luency and, accuracy,.
o Children in Year 2 who haven't passed their phonics screening check receive
o Childrery in year 2 who- are showing signs o significant; delay withs regard, to-
their phonics wills receire our SEND Programme whichs delisers the alphabetic
code at o steadier pace allowing children to- explore throughs images and, sounds
gradually.
o Our SEND programme is also anvailable Jor childrery in foundation and, year |
who may need, arv adapted approach to teaching the early reading process.

Any child in F2 and year | who needs additional, practise has daily keep-up support,
taught: by a fullyy trained adults Keep-up Lessons match the structure of class teaching,
and, use the same procedures, resources, and, mantras; bub in smaller steps with more
repetition, so thab eveny child secures their learning,

We timetable dailsy keep up sessions/rapid, catchup (year 2) for any child, who ts not
Huent ab reading, below expected, progress, o has not passed, the phonics screening,
check: These children urgently need, to- catch up; so- the gap: between themselues and,
their peers does nob widen. We, use the, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised
assessments to- identifly the gaps iny their phonic knowledge and, teach to these, using the
keep-up resources - ab pace.
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I} any child v Key Stage 2 continues to- hame gaps in their phonic knowledge, ‘rapid
catch-up’ interventions, using the Little Wandle scheme, are implemented. These short,
sharp interventions last 10-15 minutes and take place three times a week.

Al childrery in Key Stage | and F2 are assessed every 6 weeks to identify any gaps in
learning. Childrer receinving catch up v year 2 are also- assessed ab the end, of the phase
taught. Key Stage 2 rapid catch-up children are also assesseds This s uploaded, onto our
school Lithle Wandle assessment, tracker fJor staff and, the phonics lead to- analyse and,
identify gaps i learning,

Teqdwm.g/reqdmg/ Reading;prachwsess&on&hmwa/week;

We teach children to read, through, reading, practice: sessions twice: o week. These:
o are taught by o Jully trained adult to small groups of approscimatelyy siso children,
o use books matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge using the Little
Wandle Letters and, Sounds Revised, assessments and book matching grids.
o are monitored by the class teachen.

Each reading practice session has o clear Jocus, so-that the demands of the session do-
not overload the children/'s working memory. The reading practice sessions have been
designed to- focus on three kesy reading skills:

o decoding

o prosody: teaching children to- read with, understanding and expression

o comprehension: teaching childrer to- understand, the tesd
In Key Stage I, these sessions start from week | of teaching phonics. Year 2 children
the Little Wandle fluency books.
In F2 these sessions start iy Week 4. Childrens who are nots yebs decoding hare daily,
additional blending practice v small; groups, so- thab they quickly learn to- blend, and, cany
begiry to read, books.

Home reading

E@MW@WWWW%WW@WWW




o We usethe Little Wandl@Ldief\s/andSoamd&RaA)sedjpw\enbsf resources to
o CMWWMWWWWM%B@C@&M
serice, A&&Uldmwhawmbgw}onﬂu&mwmmabhom&

Children iy F2 and, Year | who- are receiving additional phonics keep-up sessions are o
priority reader: This means o member of stafl withs regularly read; with this child ab
school, I:.

AW SEND, pupil premiun childrens and, children, who- arenst regular readers ab home are
also- read to- regularly ab school, [:.

Pre-teaching of the decodable reading practice sessions book takes place i necessary,

Eveny teacher in our school, has been trained to- teach reading, so- we have the same
expectations of progress. We all use the same language, routines and, resources to- teach,
children to- read; so- thaly we lower children/'s cognitive load.

Weekly, contents grids' map eachs element; of neur learning to- each day, week and, term for
the, duration of the programme.

Lessor templates, Prompt cards and, hour to videos ensure teachers all hare a, consistent
approach and, structure for eachs lessoru

The phonics leader regularly monitors and, observes teaching; they use the, summatisve
data to identify children who need, additional, support and gaps irv learning.

‘Reading Jor pleasure is the single: most important, indicator of a child’s success.” (OECD 2002)
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The will influences the skill and vice versa.” (OECD 2010)

WeWWMWWWMW%@MbWWRWh
Pleasure pedagogy.

*  We read to children emeny day. We choose these books carefully as we want children to
excpenience a wide range of books, including books that: reflect the: children aty Heatherley,
Primary and, our local, community as well; as' books thaty open windows into- other worlds
and, culbures.

o Every classroom has arv irwiting books corner/library that encourages o love for reading,
We curate theses books and, talk aboubs them to- entice children to- read a wide range of
books.

e In Nursery and Foundation 2, children have access to the reading corner enery day in

¢ Children also have o home reading record. The parent/carer records' comments to- share
with the adults irv schools

e Asthe childrern progress through the school, they, are encouraged to- write their owrn
comments and, keep o listy of the, books/authors that they hare read.

Extended Curriculum OMQ@L’@
. Porenb\/\/or\kshop&
Impach
Assessments
o Assessment for learning is used:
o dakhézwtﬂwwdas&todenh}gchddmneedmgkwp-upsuppm
o weekly invthe remiewr lesson to- assess gaps, address these immediately and secure
ﬂwwgoflGPC&,word&andspdbﬁg&



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-GETTING-STARTED-ASSESSMENT-FINAL.pdf

e Summative assessment; is used:

0 enery s weeks to assess progress, to identify gaps i learning thab need, to- be
addressed; to identify any children needing additional; support, and, to- plarv the
keep-up/catich-up: support that they need.

o by phonics leader and, scrutinised throughs the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Revised assessment; tracker, to- narrous atainment gaps between different groups
o} children, and, so- that any additional supports for teachers carv be put info- place.

S’fﬂhltory/assessmenb
e Childrer inv year | sit the Phonics Screening Check. Any child not passing the check re-
site i v year 2.
Ongomg:as&essmcnb}or\catchrup

° CWWWWWW’&WWW%ML%
U'\roug}vﬂ\ehollﬁ—ber\mlngf/ Woandle Letters and Sounds Remised summative
assessments.
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