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Introduction:

Some comments in the news:

“..report rexealed that teachers Lose more than a million hours envery year

teaching children basic hygiene and how to use the toilet.)

The average age Jor starting to potty train is anywhere befureen 8 months

and two and a hall %zar/s.'

‘We can't teach children properly unless parents send them to school with the

basic lifje skills. We are teachers!

Children in the Nur/szn& Stngz need to:
“be Jully toilet trained across all settings

~hawrve been Jully toilet trained but regress Jor a little while in response to

the stress and excitement o} heginning the Foundation Stagz
~be Jully toilet trained at home but prone to accidents in new settings

+be on the point o) bheing toilet trained but require reminders and

encouragement

- hare SEN-D or medical issues that makes it unlikely that they will be toilet
trained during the Foundation Stage

It could take ten minutes or more to change an individual child. This is not
dissimilar to the amount o} time that might be allocated to work with a child
on an individual Learning target, and of course, the time spent changing the
child can be a pcfsiiim_e, lzarning time. Howerer, L} seneral children with
continence needs enter Foundation Stage, there are clear resource

implications.

Within our school, i} a child has incontinence issues, the parents should
speak to the Joundation stage teachers, SENCo and/or Head Teacher to ensure
the additional resources from the school's resources are allocated to the
Foundation Stage to ensure that the children's individual needs are met. This
connversakion needs to take place as soon as the stal] member is made auware
o} continence needs o) a child; i} this information should be relayed to the
stal) member by the Jamily member they meet with, during the FIRST school
wvisit and certainly NOT the Jirst day the child starts officially at this school
to be able to meet the child's need and put a care plan in place.



Stal} Responsibilities:

One or more o} the early years' practitioners including teaching assistants
will undertake most o) the personal care. School needs to ensure that this
issue is addressed as appropriate within overall stalfing. Teachers are
responsible Jor Jacilitating, supporting and releasing teaching assistants to
JulJil this role. In the interests o} Health & Salety, it is unreasonable Jor staf}
to be expected to change a child who regularly soils unless the child has a
medical condition as an underlying couse (parents/carers will be expected to
present proo} o) this to the school) School does not have stalfing levels to
accommodate support teachers regularly learving the class to attend to an

individual’s hygiene.

Staf will:

® ensure that children in our care are comjortable and happy at all times
¢ safeguard the rights and promote the wellare o} children

® pronvide guidance and reassurance to stal) who are required to change

children

® assure parents/carers that sta}} are knowledgeable about personal care and

that their individual concerns are into accounkt

® protect children Jrom discrimination and ensure the inclusion of all

What the school expects c} parznt,s/.carzr,s:

-Parents/carers will ensure that their child is continent belore admission to

school (unless the child has additional needs)

‘Parents/carers will discuss any specific concerns urith stal]l about their

child's tcithLng needs
‘Parents/carers must inform the school i} a child is not Jully toilet frained

belore starting school, after wrhich a meeting will then bhe arranged to

discuss the child's needs

-Parents/carers accept that on occasions their child may need to be collected

Jrom school.

-Parents will prosvide the correct resources to school (including noppies,

MI’LP_E/S, ,and I\XJP"P,J& /S,,CLLJQ/S)

We expect parents/carers to have used the summer holidays, Christmas
h,cl'udaiéls or BEaster Hﬂlidag/s prior to their child slarting school to toilet train
their child i} they are not already toilet trained.



Special educational needs and child protection issues:

The school recognises that some children with SEND and other children’s home
circumstances may result in children arrisving at school with under
denveloped toilet training skills. I} a child's toileting needs are substantially
different than those emxpected o) a child his/her age then the child’s needs may
be managed through an Individual Care Plan or alternatively they may be
considered to be at the SEND support stage in the SEN Code o) Practice due to a
medical need or global desvelopmental delay in their sel}-care skills. A
toileting program would be agreed with parents/carers as adyvised by a
Health Professional. Arrangements will be discussed with parents/carers on a
regular basis and recorded on the toileting care plan. Ifthere is no progress
ownver along pericd oftime, 2g. halla term, the SEND Co, teaching staf) and
parents would seek Jurther support, eg. GPs referral o} child Jor specialist
assessment. Some children may have an Education and Health Care Plan before
entering school. The plan will outline the child's needs and objectives and the
educational prosvision to meet these needs and obhjectives. The EHCP wrill
identify delayed sel]-help skills and recommend a program to develop these
skills. Where specialist equipment and Jacilities abonve the resources that are
in school are required, envery eflort will be made to provide appropriate
Jacilities in a timely Jashion, Jollowing assessment by a Physiotherapist
and/or Occupational Therapist. The normal process o) assisting writh
personal care, such as changing a nappy should not raise child protection
concerns. DBS checks are rigorous and are carried out to ensure the safety o}
children with stall employed in our school. Section 18 in the Gorernment
guidance Safe Practice in Education’ states that: Sta}} should ensure that
ancther appropriate adult is in the sicinity and is aware ofthe task to be

undertaken.

In some cases, school may harve to ask parents to come and change their
child as resources are limited (a child may need more intimate care) as
learing a child soiled, which could be considered to be a Jorm o} abuse since

it places the child at risk o} significant harm.

The process Jor the management o) a child's personal care needs may need to
be Jurther clarified through a Personal Care Plan’ For example, where the

school has concerns about P.ar.entul support, }Ur children tran/s}zrri,ng to FSA

or abosre who are not toilet trained and }nr children with SEND.

Should a child with complex continence needs be admitted, the child's medical
practitioners will need to be closely involyved and a separate, individual
toilet-management plan may be required. School will work in partnership
with parents/carers when a child enters school in a nappy or pull-ups or
with continence problems. This agreement helps to arvoid misunderstandings
and also helps parents/ carers Jeel confident that the school will meet their
child's needs.

Legislatisve Framework All settings and Schools must adhere to:

- The Equality Act 2010



- Children and Families Act 014

- The szcLaL Educational Needs and DL/&ﬂbLLLD& Code ol Practice: O to &5 Years
(Januar% 2015)

. Earl% Years Foundation Stagz 2017
. Suppartkng pupils at school with medical conditions (December A0I5)
-Keeping Children Sa}'p, in Education Q014

cExcellence in continence care: Practical guidance Jor commissioners,

prowviders, health and social care stal} and information Jor the public 2015

Rz{lzrencz should also be made to the North Lincolnshire: Supparthg pupils at

school with medical conditions- policy and procedure.

The Equality Act &010 which superseded the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)
reguires all prosviders to ensure policies are in place and consideration
should be given to the implications the Act has on procedures and practice.
NHS England has issued NICE guidance Excellence incontinence care: Practical
guidance Jor commissioners, providers, health and social care stalf and
information Jor the public. Achiening continence is one o} developmental
milestones usually reached at home belore the child starts a maintained
education prosvision. In some cases, this one developmental area has

assumed significance heyond all others.

Definition o} disability under the Equality Act 20I0:

Youre disabhled under the Equality Act 2010 i} you have a physical or mental
impairment that has a ‘substantial and long-term’ negative eflect on your
ability to do normal daily activities. The condition must be substantial and
Llong-term. It is clear therefore that anyone with a named condition that
allects aspects o) personal desvelopment must not be discriminated against.
It is also unacceptable to refuse admission to children and young people
who are delayed in achiering continence. Delayed continence is not
necessarily linked with Learning dijficulties, howener children and young
people with global developmental delay may be delayed in sel}-cares.
Education prosviders harve an obligation to meet the needs o} all children and
young people Children should not be excluded Jrom activities because o}
incontinence. Admission policies which give(s) a blanket standard or
statement o) continence, or any other aspect o) desvelopment, Jor all children
is discriminatory and therefore unlaw ful under the Act. ALL such issues hanve

to be dealt with on an individual basis and pravldzn& are zmpzstzd to make

REASONABLE adjustments to meet the needs o} each child.

Where appropriate, par,ani:/s/c,arzr/s and school will need to agree a toilet
training programme. In the very small number o} cases where parents do not

cn—cpzratz or where there are concerns that:



‘the child is regularly coming to school/nursery in very wekt or very soiled

napples/clothes
‘there is ervidence o} excessinve soreness that is not being treated

‘the parents/carers are not seeking or Jollowing adiyice, there should be
discussions uwrith the school's designated safeguarding lead about the

appropriate action to take to safeguard the wellare o the child.



