
POPLARS FARM PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Together we aspire, learn and GROW 
Spring term NEWSLETTER W/C 4 May 2026 

 

Welcome to this week’s newsletter. 

GROW Assembly Focus: “Europe Day” 
 

Congratulations to ALL our Wonderful Workers of the Week  
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         Team Merit Points 
Remember children who are workers 
of the week now gain 150 team 
merit points each for their charity! 
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Week ending  –07/05/2026 

The whole school attendance for this week is:  94.6% 

The whole school attendance for the school year is:  93.35% -the Department of Education is tracking 
our attendance as it should be higher when 
compared to similar schools. 

The Phase 3 winners are:  Hazel class with 97.5% 

The classes who are above 96.2% are:  There are no other classes 

The Phase 1 winners are:  Ash with 97.5% 

The classes who are above 96.2% are:  Sunflowers with 97.32% 

The Phase 2 winners are:  Cedar with 97.5% 

The classes who are above 96.2% are:  Willow with 96.98%  

 
Our current overall leading 

team is RSPB with 105,075 

points and this week’s 

winning team is  Woodland 

Trust with 3,770 points. Well 

Done! 

For the good news!   Well done to all the classes mentioned below- 
you all managed to beat 96.2%  
A great achievement! 
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Please consider the impact of taking holidays during schooltime. This is having the greatest negative impact 
on attendance and of course, your child’s education. It is highly likely that you will receive a fine. 

   
Recently we have had a significant increase in the number of children arriving late into school. 
 
The "Hidden" Impacts of Lateness 

• Missed Learning & Routine: Children miss morning announcements, registration, and crucial instructions for the day, which can make 
them feel confused or anxious. 

• Social & Emotional Cost: Arriving late can be embarrassing and makes it difficult for a student to settle, often disrupting the rest of the 
class. 

• Habit Formation: Consistent lateness creates bad habits that are difficult to break, which can negatively affect future employment. 
• Academic Achievement: There is a direct link between good attendance/punctuality and high attainment; a student with 90% 

attendance is deemed a "persistent absentee" and is less likely to reach expected standards. 
• Reduced Confidence: Students who are regularly late may feel insecure, making them less willing to participate in school activities.  

Long-Term Consequences 

• Reduced Performance: Frequent lateness often leads to falling behind in work and lower scores in exams. 
• Lower Employment Prospects: Poor punctuality sets a poor precedent, which can translate to difficulties in future employment. 
• Increased Risk of Leaving Education Early: Without intervention, consistent tardiness is linked to lower academic achievement and a 

higher risk of dropping out. 

Impact on Lost Learning Time (Per Year) 

• 5 minutes late every day: Over 3 days of school lost per year (lessons). 
• 10 minutes late every day: Over 6.5 days of school lost per year. 
• 15 minutes late every day: Equivalent to 2 weeks (10 days) of school lost per year. 
• 30 minutes late every day: Equivalent to 19 days (nearly 4 weeks) of school lost per year 

 

Census Day is on Thursday 21th May, and we have a special menu!  

• Children will be able to enjoy the special choices (see left) and the 
more children we have taking this opportunity up, will result in 
more funding for school! 

 
• Prices will remain the same for this theme day: 

 
• Price (Per Meal) are as follows:  Nursery: £2.35, Years 3-6: £2.55  
• Reception to Year 2: Universal Free Meals 
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Year 6 
Starting on Monday 11th May, Year 6 start their SATs week. It is time for the children to 
show their ‘can do’ mentality and positive attitude.  I know the whole school community is 
with me wishing them the very best.  We are proud of you all Year 6! 
Please can Year 6 parents make sure that the children have early nights and arrive promptly 
to enjoy their free breakfast! It’s an important week. 
 
 
A request 
 
Last week we had an accident occur in the playground. It was a complete accident but the child received an eye injury  
due to a long or broken finger nail.  The child is fine, but the parent and I thought it might be a good idea to communicate this with  
you and so an extra check on your child’s nails would be really appreciated.  Many thanks.

w/c 4 May 2026 – Open Doors at Poplars Farm Primary 
Thank you to the parents and family members who joined us for a typical morning or afternoon at Poplars Farm! It was 
wonderful to see your children sharing their work and their classroom with you. 
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DIARY 

Important forthcoming dates 

 

w/c 11 May 2026 – Year 6 SATs week 

Tuesday 19 May 2026 – Year 5 Great Yorkshire Showground Trip 

Thursday 21st May 2026 -Voices of the Elders sharing event 3.30pm and 5.30pm 

Thursday 21 May 2026- Year 1 ‘Animal Club’ Workshop 

Friday 22 May 2026 - School closes for Summer Half Term 

Thursday 11 June 2026 – Reception Eye Vision Test 

Saturday 13 June 2026 – Poplars Community Picnic Event- more information will be 

provided 

Wednesday 17 June 2026 – Whole School Road Safety Lessons 

17 -22 June 2026 – Book Fair 

Wednesday 24 June 2026 – Year 3 Road Safety Practical Lessons 

Thursday 25 June 2026- Year 4 St George’s Trip- The Halle School Trip 

WC 29 June 2026 – Bikeability Week 

Wednesday 1 July 2026 - Choir and Dance Concert 
 

Thursday 2 July 2026 – Year 2 Scarborough Trip 
 

Thursday 9 July 2026 – Reception Hesketh Farm Visit 
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Year 3-Salts Village Presentation– Wednesday 6th May 2026   
 
 
 
 

Year 3 enjoyed learning about the history of Saltaire during the presentation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Visit to China with the Global School Alliance 
 
 

UK and Chinese students are paired as buddies and together 
they take part in fun, creative and cultural activities designed 
to build confidence and increase cultural understanding. 
 We would not normally promote a school visit which occurs significant costs, 
but I was encouraged through informal chats with parents to see if such a visit 
could take place and it is a once in a lifetime opportunity! The visit will take 
place in July 2027. It’s a one-week experience with everything included: 
flights, accommodation, meals, activities. It is heavily subsidised and offers 
simple payment plan for parents.  
The Global School Alliance will be holding an information event for parents/carers of pupils who will be 9 years or over in July 2027. 
This will take place in the school hall on Wednesday May 20th 2026 at 3.45pm and you can also join remotely here: 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/96885142238?pwd=bCI7irxSyZBnV4UlcJFGBzi5JnMTU7.1 
 
Meeting ID: 968 8514 2238 
Passcode: 937900GSA is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96885142238?pwd=bCI7irxSyZBnV4UlcJFGBzi5JnMTU7.1 

https://zoom.us/j/96885142238?pwd=bCI7irxSyZBnV4UlcJFGBzi5JnMTU7.1
https://zoom.us/j/96885142238?pwd=bCI7irxSyZBnV4UlcJFGBzi5JnMTU7.1
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Please let the School Office know if you are attending in person so that we can prepare seating, thank you. 
 
 
 

New School Meal Menu- commencing 13th April 2026 

 

Increasing Uptake of School Meals-School Lunch Survey for Parents 
 
Please click on the link below to have your say.  
 
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/irhg5c 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://online1.snapsurveys.com/irhg5c
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Wraparound Care - Breakfast Club and Afterschool  Club: 

 
Breakfast Club is for pupils in Nursery (ONLY 4 years old and above), Reception to Year6. It runs daily from 7.45am until the start of school. Our After School Club 
runs daily for pupils from Reception to Year 6 from 3.15 pm until 6 pm. 
Children who are in receipt of PPG are attending the breakfast club at no cost. 
If you would like your child to attend the after-school club provision, please email the school office, office@poplarsfarm.bradford.sch.uk stating your 
child/children’s names, classes and dates you would like your child to attend the provision including their pick up 

 
(FSM children no charge, this does not include UIFSM) 

Afterschool Club – 3:15 pm – 4:30 pm collection -£4.00 per session which includes a drink and light snack Afterschool Club – 15:15 pm up to 18:00 pm collection - 

£6.00 per session which includes tea. 

 
Our charges still remain much lower than other provisions! Please keep payment up to date. 

All payments must be made in advance on ParentPay for a child attending our Wrap-Around care. 

 
Please see a member of the office staff if you need support with this. 

mailto:office@poplarsfarm.bradford.sch.uk
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SCHOOL MILK PROVIDERS - Our school milk company, COOL MILK 

Please find our milk company’s 
Details for your information. Your child is 
eligible for free school milk 

If they are under 5 years old or 
eligible for free school meals. 

If you would like your child to have 
milk in school, please go to 
www.coolmilk.com and register your child. 

 
Please note that following the registration 
of your child, it might take up to 2 weeks 
for the company to process your order 
before your child starts to have milk in 
school. 

Community Linkage 

 
This is a great community initiative brought to my attention by George 
Zito, Young Persons Mental Health Coordinator who works with 
groups of children in school: 

 
This is a new space designed to support families 
experiencing food poverty by providing a safe, warm, fun 
and nourishing weekly space for them to gather, and 
access food supplies and wellbeing support. For a 
contribution of £4 per week, families will be able to build 
their own food parcel, including fresh produce. Our cafe 
will also be open, serving hot meals for a low cost, to 
those attending. 

 
If you work with anyone you feel would benefit from the 
initiative, then please do circulate the information provided 
below. I have also attached our flyer and some social 
media graphics - any and all support would be much 
appreciated! 
Where: The City Hub, 36 Valley Parade, Bradford, 
BD8 7DZ When: Every Tuesday, 3.30pm - 5.30pm, 
starting Tuesday 20th January 

http://www.coolmilk.com/
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Who: Families with children aged 11 or under in 
Bradford and the wider area who would like to access 
food and wellbeing support. Here is the registration form: 
https://forms.gle/VMih95BsSrW34ELW8 

https://forms.gle/VMih95BsSrW34ELW8
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